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Seminar paper from the year 2010 in the subject American Studies - Literature, grade: 1,0, Martin Luther
University, language: English, abstract: “1"ve run for protection .... And so the soft people have got to —
shimmer and glow — put a— paper lantern over thelight. ... But I’'m scared now — awf'ly [sic] scared.” These
lines of self-revelation by Blanche DuBois, the protagonist of A Streetcar Named Desire, go hand in hand
with Maggie’ s words of consolation at the end of Cat on aHot Tin Roof: “Oh, you weak, beautiful people
who give up with such grace. What you need is someone to take hold of you — gently, with love, and hand
your life back to you, like something gold you let go of ...."* Both describe one of the most crucial, if not the
most central, elements of Tennessee Williams literary work: the concept of fragility and need for protection
within a universe of hostility — the notion of “soft people.”

This term paper isintended to elucidate on the topic of “soft people” within Tennessee Williams most
important plays, The Glass Menagerie and A Streetcar Named Desire. It will try to investigate the following
guestions: Why did the theme “soft people”’ gain such prominence within Williams™ work? What parallels
can be detected between the author”s life and aspects of his characters? What makes Laura and Tom
Wingfield, on the one hand, and Blanche DuBois, on the other hand, belong to this category? What misery
do these characters share? What signifies their softnessin any individual case, and what determines their fate
at the end of the plays?

In order to answer these questions, a thorough look into the characters and metaphors of the plays —with
help of the plays—will be provided, as well as secondary literature of awide range of literary scholars
consulted. To achieve a high and detailed level of understanding of Tennessee Williams™ allusions, tropes
and allegories, an examination of the playwright’s personal life will precede the analysis of his*“ soft people.”
Moreover, to attain a profound exploration of the singularity of Tom’s situation — with respect to him being
trapped within a society of mediocrity and sedation — the ideas and postulations of the Frankfurt School, the
so called critical theory of industrial society, will be discussed.
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From reader reviews:
Babby Griffin:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the title The " Soft People" of
Lauraand Tom Wingfield in 'The Glass Menagerie' and Blanche DuBoisin 'A Streetcar named Desire
suitable to you? Often the book was written by famous writer in this era. The actual book untitled The " Soft
People" of Lauraand Tom Wingfield in 'The Glass Menagerie' and Blanche DuBoisin'A Streetcar named
Desirelis one of several books that will everyone read now. This specific book was inspired alot of peoplein
the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new dimension that you ever know previous to. The
author explained their ideain the simple way, thus all of people can easily to understand the core of this
reserve. This book will give you alots of information about this world now. So you can see the represented
of the world within this book.

Melanie Moore;

The reserve untitled The " Soft People” of Lauraand Tom Wingfield in "The Glass Menagerie' and Blanche
DuBoisin'A Streetcar named Desire is the reserve that recommended to you to learn. Y ou can see the
quality of the reserve content that will be shown to you. The language that author use to explained their ideas
are easily to understand. The writer was did alot of analysis when write the book, and so the information that
they share to you personally is absolutely accurate. Y ou also can get the e-book of The "Soft People" of
Lauraand Tom Wingfield in "The Glass Menagerie' and Blanche DuBoisin 'A Streetcar named Desire' from
the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Juan Crowe:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 aswell as 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book than can
satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this time you only find e-book that need more time to be
go through. The "Soft People" of Lauraand Tom Wingfield in "The Glass Menagerie' and Blanche DuBoisin
'A Streetcar named Desire' can be your answer because it can be read by an individual who have those short
free time problems.

Mark Whitten:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. Y ou can take knowledge and
information from the book. Book is published or printed or created from each source this filled update of
news. With this modern eralike now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media
social like newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. Y ou can
add your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
looking for the The " Soft People" of Lauraand Tom Wingfield in 'The Glass Menagerie' and Blanche
DuBoisin'A Streetcar named Desire’ when you necessary it?
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