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The movies and the masses erupted on the world stage together. In a few decades around the turn of the
twentieth century, millions of persons who rarely could afford a night at the theater and had never voted in
an election became regular paying customers at movie palaces and proud members of new political parties.
The question of how to represent these new masses fascinated and plagued politicians and filmmakers
alike.Movies seemed to speak directly to the masses, via a form of crowd psychology that bypassed
individual personality. Many political commentators believed that movies were inherently aligned with the
new forms of collectivist mass politics-indeed, government control of the movie industry became a
cornerstone of Communist and Fascist regimes, new political movements that embraced the crowd as the
basis of social order.Michael Tratner examines the representations of masses-the crowd scenes-in Hollywood
films from The Birth of a Nation through such popular love stories as Gone with the Wind, The Sound of
Music, and Dr. Zhivago. He then contrasts these with similar scenes in early Soviet and Nazi films. What
emerges is a political debate being carried out in filmic style. In both sets of films, the crowd is represented
as a seething cauldron of emotions. In Hollywood films, this is depicted as molding private loves, while
collectivist movies present it as turning into organized mass movements. Crowd scenes do more than provide
backgrounds for stories, that is: they also function as models for the crowd in the theater.The book concludes
with an examination of the films of Fritz Lang, who first in pre-Nazi Germany, then in Hollywood, created
movies that can be seen as meditations on both these ways of using the crowd.
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From reader reviews:

Jack Young:

The book Crowd Scenes: Movies and Mass Politics make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You need to
use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting
pressure or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make studying a book Crowd Scenes:
Movies and Mass Politics being your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your own personal
capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You could know everything if you like wide
open and read a guide Crowd Scenes: Movies and Mass Politics. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that,
science publication or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this reserve?

David Dugas:

This book untitled Crowd Scenes: Movies and Mass Politics to be one of several books that will best seller in
this year, that is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to
buy this book in the book store or you can order it by using online. The publisher of this book sells the e-
book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, as you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there
is no reason to your account to past this book from your list.

Ramon Jeter:

The book untitled Crowd Scenes: Movies and Mass Politics contain a lot of information on the item. The
writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy approach. The language is very simple to implement all the
people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was compiled by famous author. The
author provides you in the new period of literary works. You can actually read this book because you can
please read on your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. In a
situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can start their official web-site and order it. Have a nice learn.

George McDaniel:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many concern for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
examining, not only science book and also novel and Crowd Scenes: Movies and Mass Politics or maybe
others sources were given information for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel would
like to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those
publications are helping them to increase their knowledge. In additional case, beside science reserve, any
other book likes Crowd Scenes: Movies and Mass Politics to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many
types of book like here.
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