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Out of more than 180 science fiction films produced in the United States between 1950 and 1959, twenty
were concerned with the notion of an invasion. Of these, a select number used the invasions as metaphors of
issues that were of importance to America at the time, such as assaults upon individuality and marriage and
debates about the supremacy of the human race. The invasion may be real (The Day the Earth Stood Still and
War of the Worlds), dreamed (Invaders from Mars), or the result of a mental breakdown, as seems to be the
case in Invasion of the Body Snatchers. Real or not, all of these massive disturbances to the status quo
convey the same anxiety: In the 1950s, many Americans felt that things in their world weren’t quite right,
and this sense of unease was expressed in the country’s art, notably these films.

In Invasions USA: The Essential Science Fiction Films of the 1950s, Michael Bliss examines movies that
stripped away the veneer of normality during a decade often portrayed as the last innocent period in
American history. From a boy’s nightmares about his alien-controlled parents and a young woman’s fears
that her fiancé has been replaced by an emotionless alien to an extraterrestrial visitor who comes to warn
mankind about its self-destructive ways, the stories of these films offer a variety of messages, both subtle and
overt.

With detailed discussions and analyses of the films in question, this book examines a unique group of movies
with profound messages. By exploring depictions of insecurities—whether personal or political—Bliss
shows how science fiction films spoke to American audiences deeply troubled by their circumstances.
Invasions USA will appeal to science fiction buffs and film aficionados interested in this significant
phenomenon in movie and cultural history.
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From reader reviews:

Ira Knudsen:

The book Invasions USA: The Essential Science Fiction Films of the 1950s make you feel enjoy for your
spare time. You should use to make your capable far more increase. Book can to be your best friend when
you getting pressure or having big problem with your subject. If you can make examining a book Invasions
USA: The Essential Science Fiction Films of the 1950s for being your habit, you can get much more
advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You may know
everything if you like available and read a guide Invasions USA: The Essential Science Fiction Films of the
1950s. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do
you think about this reserve?

Matthew German:

Now a day folks who Living in the era just where everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not demand people to be aware of each info they get. How a lot more to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Studying a
book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specially this Invasions USA: The Essential
Science Fiction Films of the 1950s book because this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course
the data in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Barbara Morton:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, about to beach, or
picnic inside park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill
your current free time/ holiday? May be reading a book may be option to fill your totally free time/ holiday.
The first thing you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to try look for book,
may be the reserve untitled Invasions USA: The Essential Science Fiction Films of the 1950s can be fine
book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Annamarie Hernandez:

In this particular era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more special than
other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you should do is just
spending your time little but quite enough to get a look at some books. On the list of books in the top
checklist in your reading list is usually Invasions USA: The Essential Science Fiction Films of the 1950s.
This book which is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in turning into precious person. By
looking up and review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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