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Helen Hardacre provides new insights into the spiritual and cultural dimensions of abortion debates around
the world in this careful examination of mizuko kuyo—a Japanese religious ritual for aborted fetuses.
Popularized during the 1970s, when religious entrepreneurs published frightening accounts of fetal wrath and
spirit attacks, mizuko kuyo offersritual atonement for women who, sometimes decades previously, chose to
have abortions. As she explores the complex issues that surround this practice, Hardacre takes into account
the history of Japanese attitudes toward abortion, the development of abortion rituals, the marketing of
religion, and the nature of power relations in intercourse, contraception, and abortion.

Although abortion in Japan is accepted and legal and was commonly used as birth control in the early
postwar period, entrepreneurs used images from fetal photography to mount a surprisingly successful tabloid
campaign to promote mizuko kuyo. Enthusiastically adopted by some religionists as an economic strategy, it
was soundly rejected by others on doctrinal, humanistic, and feminist grounds.

In four field studies in different parts of the country, Helen Hardacre observed contemporary examples of
mizuko kuyo asit is practiced in Buddhism, Shinto, and the new religions. She also analyzed historical texts
and contemporary personal accounts of abortion by women and their male partners and conducted interviews
with practitioners to explore how a commercialized ritua form like mizuko kuyo can be marketed through
popular culture and manipulated by the same forces at work in the selling of any commodity. Her
conclusions reflect upon the deep current of misogyny and sexism running through these rites and through
feto-centric discourse in general.
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From reader reviews:
John Long:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take a
stroll, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or even read a book entitled Marketing the
Menacing Fetusin Japan (Twentieth Century Japan: The Emergence of a World Power)? Maybeitisto
become best activity for you. Y ou already know beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's
book, you can better than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have additional opinion?

Ruth Nicholson:

The reason why? Because this Marketing the Menacing Fetus in Japan (Twentieth Century Japan: The
Emergence of a World Power) is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap it
but latter it will surprise you with the secret the ideainside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic
author who also write the book in such awesome way makes the content interior easier to understand,
entertaining approach but still convey the meaning completely. So, it is good for you because of not
hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you alot of benefits
than the other book include such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking way. So , still want
to delay having that book? If | were you | will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Drew Poland:

Y our reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Marketing the Menacing Fetusin
Japan (Twentieth Century Japan: The Emergence of a World Power) e-book written by well-known writer
we are excited for well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who all read the book.
Written inside good manner for you, dripping every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your current
hunger then you still hesitation Marketing the Menacing Fetus in Japan (Twentieth Century Japan: The
Emergence of a World Power) as good book not just by the cover but also by the content. Thisis one book
that can break don't evaluate book by itsinclude, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this!?
Oh come on your studying sixth sense aready said so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Glenda Rizzo:

In this particular erawhich is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more valuable
than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It isjust simple way to have that. What you have to
doisjust spending your time little but quite enough to possess alook at some books. One of many booksin
the top record in your reading list is actually Marketing the Menacing Fetusin Japan (Twentieth Century
Japan: The Emergence of a World Power). This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can
get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking right up and review this reserve you can get many
advantages.
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