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Seminar paper from the year 2005 in the subject American Studies - Literature, grade: 2,3, Ernst Moritz
Arndt University of Greifswald (Institut für Anglistik/Amerikanistik), course: Canadian Women Novelists, 9
entries in the bibliography, language: English, abstract: Everyone of us is concerned with the process of
aging. As soon as we are born, our body starts to grow older and with the years it becomes visibly more and
more. Aging is the natural course of life but in our society it often seems to be an uncomfortable subject to
talk about.
Although the situation of the elderly has improved throughout the last years, older people are often neglected
and marginalized by society. They are often associated with negative images like being helpless, rigid and
useless.

The study of aging is very complex and can be examined from many perspectives, for example from a
biological, a sociological, or a psychological point of view.
This paper focuses on aging in literature, especially in the writings of Canadian women authors, in which old
age is a relatively new subject.

The aim of this paper is to point out how Canadian women writers deal with the topic of old age, especially
that of women, and what kind of image about old age they want to transmit through their stories. Are they
depicting old women in stereotypical ways or do they try to reveal and change those stereotypes?

The novels that will be discussed here, are Margaret Laurence’s The Stone Angel (1964), Joan Barfoot’s
Duet for Three (1985), and The Widows (1998) by Suzette Mayr.

Before analyzing different aspects of aging in these novels, it will be useful to have a look at the social
construction of age.
Afterwards, I will explore different issues of aging that play important roles in the novels and also in our
society.
Starting with the aspect of physical aging and the impact it has on the different female characters, the second
point will analyze the relationships of grandmothers and granddaughters.
Furthermore, it will be interesting to see how the authors deal with the widespread negative images of
nursing homes and the fear that is often associated with those places.

Finally, this paper will explore the representation of sexuality in the novels. How are older people depicted in
terms of sexual relationships? Are they really as asexual as many people think or is this one of many
misperceptions about old people?
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From reader reviews:

Teresa Sullivan:

As people who live in often the modest era should be update about what going on or facts even knowledge to
make these people keep up with the era that is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe can
update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to anyone is you
don't know what one you should start with. This Old Women in Canadian Literature: Margaret Laurence's
"The Stone Angel", Joan Barfoot's "Duet for Three" and Suzette Mayr's "The Widows" is our
recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and want in
this era.

Dennis Gaines:

Old Women in Canadian Literature: Margaret Laurence's "The Stone Angel", Joan Barfoot's "Duet for
Three" and Suzette Mayr's "The Widows" can be one of your starter books that are good idea. Most of us
recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary which could increase your
knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The article author
giving his/her effort to put every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing Old Women in Canadian
Literature: Margaret Laurence's "The Stone Angel", Joan Barfoot's "Duet for Three" and Suzette Mayr's
"The Widows" although doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based
confirm resource facts that maybe you can be among it. This great information can easily drawn you into
new stage of crucial thinking.

David Scott:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. You
will see that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended to
you is Old Women in Canadian Literature: Margaret Laurence's "The Stone Angel", Joan Barfoot's "Duet for
Three" and Suzette Mayr's "The Widows" this e-book consist a lot of the information from the condition of
this world now. This book was represented how do the world has grown up. The terminology styles that
writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some research when he makes this
book. Honestly, that is why this book ideal all of you.

Manuel Frazier:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside with friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, do you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It all
right you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Old Women in



Canadian Literature: Margaret Laurence's "The Stone Angel", Joan Barfoot's "Duet for Three" and Suzette
Mayr's "The Widows" which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's find.
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