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The future is not what it used to be because we can no longer rely on the comforting assumption that it will
resemble the past. Past abundance of fuel, for example, does not imply unending abundance. Infinite growth
on a finite planet is not possible. In this book, Jörg Friedrichs argues that industrial society itself is transitory,
and he examines the prospects for our civilization's coming to terms with its two most imminent choke
points: climate change and energy scarcity. He offers a thorough and accessible account of these two
challenges as well as the linkages between them.Friedrichs contends that industrial civilization cannot outlast
our ability to burn fossil fuels and that the demise of industrial society would entail cataclysmic change,
including population decreases. To understand the social and political implications, he examines historical
cases of climate stress and energy scarcity: devastating droughts in the ancient Near East; the Little Ice Age
in the medieval Far North; the Japanese struggle to prevent "fuel starvation" from 1918 to 1945; the
"totalitarian retrenchment" of the North Korean governing class after the end of Soviet oil deliveries; and
Cuba's socioeconomic adaptation to fuel scarcity in the 1990s. He draws important lessons about the likely
effects of climate and energy disruptions on different kinds of societies.The warnings of climate scientists
are met by denial and inaction, while energy experts offer little guidance on the effects of future scarcity.
Friedrichs suggests that to confront our predicament we must affirm our core values and take action to
transform our way of life. Whether we are private citizens or public officials, complacency is not an option:
climate change and energy scarcity are emerging facts of life.
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From reader reviews:

John Stanley:

Inside other case, little persons like to read book The Future Is Not What It Used to Be: Climate Change and
Energy Scarcity (MIT Press). You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Providing we
know about how is important some sort of book The Future Is Not What It Used to Be: Climate Change and
Energy Scarcity (MIT Press). You can add information and of course you can around the world by way of a
book. Absolutely right, since from book you can learn everything! From your country right up until foreign
or abroad you will end up known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In
this era, you can open a book or maybe searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You can utilize it
when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's examine.

Eugene Flowers:

This The Future Is Not What It Used to Be: Climate Change and Energy Scarcity (MIT Press) book is simply
not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is
actually information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper you read a
lot of information you will get. This The Future Is Not What It Used to Be: Climate Change and Energy
Scarcity (MIT Press) without we recognize teach the one who reading it become critical in contemplating
and analyzing. Don't become worry The Future Is Not What It Used to Be: Climate Change and Energy
Scarcity (MIT Press) can bring when you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' come to be
full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even phone. This The Future Is Not What It Used to
Be: Climate Change and Energy Scarcity (MIT Press) having excellent arrangement in word and layout, so
you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Ross Adams:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. You
can observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended to you personally is The Future Is Not What It Used to Be: Climate Change and Energy
Scarcity (MIT Press) this guide consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. This
specific book was represented how do the world has grown up. The words styles that writer use for explain it
is easy to understand. The particular writer made some analysis when he makes this book. Honestly, that is
why this book ideal all of you.

Shannon Thomas:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from a book. Book is prepared or printed or illustrated from each source this filled update of



news. With this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media
social such as newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or
just in search of the The Future Is Not What It Used to Be: Climate Change and Energy Scarcity (MIT Press)
when you needed it?
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