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Original in perspective, innovative in approach, this book investigates the changing relationship between
Egypt's urban artisanry and the larger socio-historical transformations of the Egyptian economy.

Focusing on two key historical periods in the early and late twentieth century, Kristin Koptiuch examines the
political and economic conditions that affected the role of the artisan in Egypt over time. She is particularly
interested in how the politics of representation in different modes of discourse -- colonialist, nationalist,
developmentalist, ethnographic -- have alternatively cast Egypt's craft production as outmoded artisanry and
as an ingenious, micro-entrepreneurial "informal sector." In light of the artisans' changing relation to the
national and global economy, Koptiuch reads this figurative shift from "artisanry" to "informal sector" as a
political allegory that contradicts the dominant narratives of Egypt's colonial modernity and neocolonial
postmodernity.

Attention to this allegorical figuration discloses what Koptiuch calls a poetics of political economy. Contrary
to conventional positivist social science, realist ethnography, and empiricist history, this approach
acknowledges the intricate mutual workings of meaning and material culture.
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From reader reviews:

Helen Palmer:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add
your knowledge by the reserve entitled A Poetics of Political Economy in Egypt. Try to make book A
Poetics of Political Economy in Egypt as your pal. It means that it can to be your friend when you truly feel
alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you
personally. The book makes you much more confidence because you can know almost everything by the
book. So , we need to make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Corey Valenzuela:

The experience that you get from A Poetics of Political Economy in Egypt could be the more deep you
searching the information that hide into the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It doesn't mean
that this book is hard to understand but A Poetics of Political Economy in Egypt giving you thrill feeling of
reading. The author conveys their point in particular way that can be understood by anyone who read that
because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your current
vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-
book style are available. We propose you for having this particular A Poetics of Political Economy in Egypt
instantly.

Mark Wolf:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a reserve you will get new information simply because book is one of many
ways to share the information or even their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you actually
more imaginative. When you reading a book especially fiction book the author will bring one to imagine the
story how the personas do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to some others. When you
read this A Poetics of Political Economy in Egypt, you are able to tells your family, friends along with soon
about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a e-book.

Victor McDowell:

The reserve with title A Poetics of Political Economy in Egypt has a lot of information that you can learn it.
You can get a lot of help after read this book. This specific book exist new know-how the information that
exist in this publication represented the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to understand
how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you in new era of the glowbal growth. You
can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.
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