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I, Cornelio Grandi, who tell you these things, have a story of my own, of which some of you are not
ignorant. You know, for one thing, that I was not always poor, nor always a professor of philosophy, nor a
scribbler of pedantic articles for a living. Many of you can remember why I was driven to sell my patrimony,
the dear castello in the Sabines, with the good corn-land and the vineyards in the valley, and the olives, too.
For I am not old yet; at least, Mariuccia is older, as I often tell her. These are queer times. It was not any
fault of mine. But now that Nino is growing to be a famous man in the world, and people are saying good
things and bad about him, and many say that he did wrong in this matter, I think it best to tell you all the
whole truth and what I think of it. For Nino is just like a son to me; I brought him up from a little child, and
taught him Latin, and would have made a philosopher of him. What could I do? He had so much voice that
he did not know what to do with it. His mother used to sing. What a piece of a woman she was! She had a
voice like a man's, and when De Pretis brought his singers to the festa once upon a time, when I was young,
he heard her far down below, as we walked on the terrace of the palazzo, and asked me if I would not let him
educate that young tenor. And when I told him it was one of the contadine, the wife of a tenant of mine, he
would not believe it. But I never heard her sing after Serafino—that was her husband—was killed at the fair
in Genazzano. And one day the fevers took her, and so she died, leaving Nino a little baby. Then you know
what happened to me, about that time, and how I sold Castel Serveti and came to live here in Rome. Nino
was brought to me here. One day in the autumn a carrettiere from Serveti, who would sometimes stop at my
door and leave me a basket of grapes in the vintage, or a pitcher of fresh oil in winter, because he never used
to pay his house-rent when I was his landlord—but he is a good fellow, Gigi—and so he tries to make
amends now; well, as I was saying, he came one day and gave me a great basket of fine grapes, and he
brought Nino with him, a little boy of scarce six years—just to show him to me, he said. He was an ugly little
boy, with a hat of no particular shape and a dirty face. He had great black eyes, with ink-saucers under them,
calamai, as we say, just as he has now. Only the eyes are bigger now, and the circles deeper. But he is still
sufficiently ugly. If it were not for his figure, which is pretty good, he could never have made a fortune with
his voice. De Pretis says he could, but I do not believe it. Well, I made Gigi come in with Nino, and
Mariuccia made them each a great slice of toasted bread and spread it with oil, and gave Gigi a glass of the
Serveti wine, and little Nino had some with water. And Mariuccia begged to have the child left with her till
Gigi went back the next day; for she is fond of children and comes from Serveti herself. And that is how
Nino came to live with us. That old woman has no principles of economy, and she likes children
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From reader reviews:

Jessica Hodgkins:

This A Roman Singer are generally reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person, why.
The reason why of this A Roman Singer can be among the great books you must have is actually giving you
more than just simple looking at food but feed an individual with information that probably will shock your
preceding knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your
conditions at e-book and printed people. Beside that this A Roman Singer giving you an enormous of
experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we understand it useful
in your day task. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Frank Wimmer:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try issue that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition info. Even you love A Roman Singer, you can enjoy both.
It is very good combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh seriously its
mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Louise Villanueva:

You may spend your free time to read this book this reserve. This A Roman Singer is simple bringing you
can read it in the area, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the
particular printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save the book
in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Shirley Eagle:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a publication we
can know everything we want. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every
year ended up being exactly added. This e-book A Roman Singer was filled concerning science. Spend your
spare time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has several feel when they
reading any book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can sense enjoy to read a publication. In the
modern era like at this point, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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