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Seminar paper from the year 2007 in the subject English Language and Literature Studies - Literature, grade:
2,0, Carl von Ossietzky University of Oldenburg (Seminar für Anglistik und Amerikanistik), course:
Outsiders in Victorian fiction, 11 entries in the bibliography, language: English, abstract: Emily Bronte’s
novel Wuthering Heights is a controversial piece of literature. Its discussion over the decades has been as
diverse as is the range of its characters.
When it was first published in 1847, in the beginning of the Victorian era, its reception was of a considerable
diversity, ranging from absolute rejection to baffled appreciation due to its originality.
Differences in reception become even more extreme and obvious when contemporary reviews are being
compared with the way the novel is being received nowadays:
Rejection has transformed into a matter of wide appeal that does not only attract film makers, painters,
musicians and other authors, but has also found its way into many a teacher’s English lesson.
Wuthering Heights has made its way from the ignorance of public appreciation to the status of being a
classic and masterpiece of English literature.

On the following pages I will focus on reviews of the novel, predominantly on contemporary criticism
intermixed with recent comments, and address the question as to why such a spectrum of opinions can exist
and be expressed about one and the same novel.
In my opinion, the importance of this question stems from the impression that the reading of Wuthering
Heights leaves on its recipients “[…] a strange sort of book, […] it is impossible to begin and not finish it;
and quite as impossible to lay it aside afterwards and say nothing about it.” As a reader and especially as a
student of English, I feel a rather large obligation to look deeper into the differences and controversies that
the novel in question has caused during the last hundred and fifty years and thus to also get a better sense of
awareness how the field of literature is subject to cultural and historical changes as a whole. Wuthering
Heights appears to be an especially apt piece of literature to exemplify these dynamics being at work as will
be subsequently shown.
However, I will also arrive at the conclusion that a certain tendency in opinions concerning the novel
overwhelms.
I will attempt to examine various aspects such as language, gender of the author and the estimation of ‘his’
abilities, etc. in order to gain some insights.
The retracing of opinions will be supported by a second part of this research paper dealing with the time in
which Emily Bronte created her first and only novel.
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From reader reviews:

Juan McCain:

Here thing why this specific Emily Bronte's "Wuthering Heights" - Diversity in (contemporary) reviews are
different and reputable to be yours. First of all examining a book is good but it depends in the content of
computer which is the content is as yummy as food or not. Emily Bronte's "Wuthering Heights" - Diversity
in (contemporary) reviews giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any publication
out there but there is no guide that similar with Emily Bronte's "Wuthering Heights" - Diversity in
(contemporary) reviews. It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing this
happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in
area, café, or even in your way home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the paper book
maybe the form of Emily Bronte's "Wuthering Heights" - Diversity in (contemporary) reviews in e-book can
be your alternative.

Michael Bradley:

This Emily Bronte's "Wuthering Heights" - Diversity in (contemporary) reviews usually are reliable for you
who want to be considered a successful person, why. The reason of this Emily Bronte's "Wuthering Heights"
- Diversity in (contemporary) reviews can be one of the great books you must have will be giving you more
than just simple reading food but feed anyone with information that might be will shock your previous
knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions
at e-book and printed people. Beside that this Emily Bronte's "Wuthering Heights" - Diversity in
(contemporary) reviews forcing you to have an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you test
of critical thinking that could it useful in your day action. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Sanjuanita Mecham:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside using friends, fun activity along with family or
just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by examining a book. Ugh,
you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It okay you can
have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Emily Bronte's "Wuthering
Heights" - Diversity in (contemporary) reviews which is finding the e-book version. So , why not try out this
book? Let's observe.

Stephen Stansbury:

Some individuals said that they feel bored when they reading a book. They are directly felt it when they get a
half areas of the book. You can choose the actual book Emily Bronte's "Wuthering Heights" - Diversity in
(contemporary) reviews to make your reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading expertise is
developing when you including reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle
the impression about book and examining especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to wide open a



book and study it. Beside that the publication Emily Bronte's "Wuthering Heights" - Diversity in
(contemporary) reviews can to be your new friend when you're experience alone and confuse in doing what
must you're doing of the time.
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