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"Of all the world's major musical cultures, that of China may well be the least thoroughly understood and
most often misunderstood by Western scholars and music lovers,"writes J. Lawrence Witzleben. Witzleben
adds to the understanding of this musical culture with the first book-length study of one of China's most
influential regional musical traditions. The first Western ethnomusicologist admitted to a Chinese
conservatory, Witzleben presents a multifaceted study, based on more than two years of fieldwork in the
early 1900s, of "silk and bamboo" string and wind music (Jiangnan sizhu) in Shanghai. Although Jiangnan
sizhu is a regional tradition, enjoyed by only a small part of the population, an indepth look at it reveals
much about Chinese musical culture. Jiangnan sizhu is deeply rooted in everyday life, and those who
perform and enjoy it represent a broad spectrum of Chinese society. It is cultivated as an amateur art, but
many of its performers are closely tied to the professional musical community. And although it is a regional
genre, it has been highly influential in the development of contemporary solo and ensemble music for
Chinese instruments. Through his varied experiences as student, performer, and participant-observer,
Witzleben is able to present and discuss the perspectives of musicians in Shanghai and of Chinese scholars
and teachers, as well as those of a Western-trained ethnomusicologist. The result is a comprehensive
understanding of Jiangnan sizhu its musical sounds and concepts; the people who play, teach, and learn the
music; and the environment in which it is and has been played, heard, and discussed.
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From reader reviews:

George Valentine:

The particular book Silk and Bamboo Music in Shanghai: The Jiangnan Sizhu Instrumental Ensemble
Tradition (World Music (Kent State University Press)) has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you read this
book you can get a lot of help. The book was compiled by the very famous author. Tom makes some
research just before write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you will get the point easily after
reading this article book.

Evelina Lewis:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always try to and must have the extra time or they will get lot of
stress from both everyday life and work. So , if we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely of course.
People is human not really a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity are you experiencing when
the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do you try this
one, reading guides. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the book you have read is
actually Silk and Bamboo Music in Shanghai: The Jiangnan Sizhu Instrumental Ensemble Tradition (World
Music (Kent State University Press)).

Ronald Tanaka:

You may spend your free time to see this book this reserve. This Silk and Bamboo Music in Shanghai: The
Jiangnan Sizhu Instrumental Ensemble Tradition (World Music (Kent State University Press)) is simple to
deliver you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not have got much
space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you better to read it. You
can save often the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one
buys this book.

Christopher Rangel:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside having friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by studying a book. Ugh, you
think reading a book will surely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It ok you can have
the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Silk and Bamboo Music in Shanghai:
The Jiangnan Sizhu Instrumental Ensemble Tradition (World Music (Kent State University Press)) which is
obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's observe.
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