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The word "prison" immediately evokes stark images: forbidding walls spiked with watchtowers; inmates
confined to cramped cells for hours on end; the suspicious eyes of armed guards. They seem to be the
inevitable and permanent marks of confinement, as though prisons were a timeless institution stretching from
medieval stone dungeons to the current era of steel boxes. But centuries of development and debate lie
behind the prison as we now know it--a rich history that reveals how our ideas of crime and practices of
punishment have changed over time.

In The Oxford History of the Prison, a team of distinguished scholars offers a vivid account of the rise and
development of this critical institution. Penalties other than incarceration were once much more common,
from such bizarre death sentences as the Roman practice of drowning convicts in sacks filled with animals to
a frequent reliance on the scaffold and on to forms of public shaming (such as the classic stocks of colonial
America). The first decades of the nineteenth century saw the rise of the full-blown prison system--and along
with it, the idea of prison reform. Alexis de Tocqueville originally came to America to write a report on its
widely acclaimed prison system.
The authors trace the persistent tension between the desire to punish and the hope for rehabilitation,
recounting the institution's evolution from the rowdy and squalid English jails of the 1700s, in which
prisoners and visitors ate and drank together; to the sober and stark nineteenth-century penitentiaries, whose
inmates were forbidden to speak or even to see one another; and finally to the "big houses" of the current
American prison system, in which prisoners are as overwhelmed by intense boredom as by the threat of
violence. The text also provides a gripping and personal look at the social world of prisoners and their
keepers over the centuries. In addition, thematic chapters explore in-depth a variety of special institutions
and other important aspects of prison history, including the jail, the reform school, the women's prison,
political imprisonment, and prison and literature.

Fascinating, provocative, and authoritative, The Oxford History of the Prison offers a deep, informed
perspective on the rise and development of one of the central features of modern society--capturing the
debates that rage from generation to generation on the proper response to crime.
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From reader reviews:

Eric Bass:

Do you considered one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold
on guys that aren't like that. This The Oxford History of the Prison: The Practice of Punishment in Western
Society book is readable simply by you who hate those straight word style. You will find the details here are
arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to
provide to you. The writer associated with The Oxford History of the Prison: The Practice of Punishment in
Western Society content conveys the thought easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-
book are not different in the written content but it just different in the form of it. So , do you nonetheless
thinking The Oxford History of the Prison: The Practice of Punishment in Western Society is not loveable to
be your top listing reading book?

Michael Watkins:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the name The Oxford History
of the Prison: The Practice of Punishment in Western Society suitable to you? The particular book was
written by well-known writer in this era. The particular book untitled The Oxford History of the Prison: The
Practice of Punishment in Western Societyis one of several books this everyone read now. This particular
book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new age that you
ever know just before. The author explained their concept in the simple way, therefore all of people can
easily to be aware of the core of this guide. This book will give you a great deal of information about this
world now. So that you can see the represented of the world within this book.

Kevin Miller:

The book The Oxford History of the Prison: The Practice of Punishment in Western Society has a lot of
knowledge on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was authored by the very
famous author. Tom makes some research ahead of write this book. This specific book very easy to read you
can obtain the point easily after reading this article book.

Aletha Bassett:

A lot of e-book has printed but it is unique. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the most
beneficial book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is named of
book The Oxford History of the Prison: The Practice of Punishment in Western Society. Contain your
knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make you happier to
read. It is most critical that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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