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Are religions intrinsically violent (as is strenuously argued by the ‘new atheists’)? Or, as Girard argues, have
they been functionally rational instruments developed to manage and cope with the intrinsically violent
runaway dynamic that characterizes human social organization in all periods of human history? Is violence
decreasing in this time of secular modernity post-Christendom (as argued by Steven Pinker and others)? Or
are we, rather, at increased and even apocalyptic risk from our enhanced powers of action and our decreased
socio-symbolic protections? Rene Girard’s mimetic theory has been slowly but progressively recognized as
one of the most striking breakthrough contributions to twentieth-century critical thinking in fundamental
anthropology: in particular for its power to model and explain violent sacralities, ancient and modern. The
present volume sets this power of explanation in an evolutionary and Darwinian frame. It asks: How far do
cultural mechanisms of controlling violence, which allowed humankind to cross the threshold of
hominization—i.e., to survive and develop in its evolutionary emergence—still represent today a default
setting that threatens to destroy us? Can we transcend them and escape their field of gravity? Should we look
to—or should we look beyond—Darwinian survival? What—and where (if anywhere)—is salvation?
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From reader reviews:

Eleanor Bender:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students as they are still students or that for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they
don't would like do that. You must know how great and important the book Can We Survive Our Origins?:
Readings in René Girard's Theory of Violence and the Sacred (Studies in Violence, Mimesis, & Culture). All
type of book could you see on many methods. You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Cierra Persaud:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family,
or their own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic
within the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book can be option to fill your totally free time/
holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to try
look for book, may be the reserve untitled Can We Survive Our Origins?: Readings in René Girard's Theory
of Violence and the Sacred (Studies in Violence, Mimesis, & Culture) can be excellent book to read. May be
it may be best activity to you.

Cathy Lantz:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Aim
to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its include may doesn't work
at this point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the
outside search likes. Maybe you answer can be Can We Survive Our Origins?: Readings in René Girard's
Theory of Violence and the Sacred (Studies in Violence, Mimesis, & Culture) why because the great cover
that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is actually
fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly direct you to pick up this
book.

Andrew Leavens:

You will get this Can We Survive Our Origins?: Readings in René Girard's Theory of Violence and the
Sacred (Studies in Violence, Mimesis, & Culture) by check out the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or
reviewing it might to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this guide
are various. Not only by simply written or printed and also can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the
modern era just like now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and searching what their problem.
Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange
yourself to make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.
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