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Righteous Persecution examines the long-controversial involvement of the Order of Preachers, or
Dominicans, with inquisitions into heresy in medieval Europe. From their origin in the thirteenth century, the
Dominicans were devoted to a ministry of preaching, teaching, and pastoral care, to "save souls" particularly
tempted by the Christian heresies popular in western Europe. Many persons then, and scholars in our own
time, have asked how members of a pastoral order modeled on Christ and the apostles could engage
themselves so enthusiastically in the repressive persecution that constituted heresy inquisitions: the arrest,
interrogation, torture, punishment, and sometimes execution of those who deviated in belief from Roman
Christianity.

Drawing on an extraordinarily wide base of ecclesiastical documents, Christine Caldwell Ames recounts how
Dominican inquisitors and their supporters crafted and promoted explicitly Christian meanings for their
inquisitorial persecution. Inquisitors' conviction that the sin of heresy constituted the graver danger to the
Christian soul and to the church at large led to the belief that bringing the individual to repentance—even
through the harshest means—was indeed a pious way to carry out their pastoral task. However, the resistance
and criticism that inquisition generated in medieval communities also prompted Dominicans to consider
further how this new marriage of persecution and holiness was compatible with authoritative Christian texts,
exemplars, and traditions. Dominican inquisitors persecuted not despite their faith but rather because of it, as
they formed a medieval Christianity that permitted—or demanded—persecution.

Righteous Persecution deviates from recent scholarship that has deemphasized religious belief as a motive
for inquisition and illuminates a powerful instance of the way Christianity was itself vulnerable in a context
of persecution, violence, and intolerance.
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From reader reviews:

Ruth Ward:

Book is definitely written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important point to bring us around the
world. Beside that you can your reading ability was fluently. A e-book Righteous Persecution: Inquisition,
Dominicans, and Christianity in the Middle Ages (The Middle Ages Series) will make you to become
smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think in
which open or reading a new book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they may be thought like
that? Have you trying to find best book or appropriate book with you?

Warner Samuels:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. To be sure
that book is very important normally. The book Righteous Persecution: Inquisition, Dominicans, and
Christianity in the Middle Ages (The Middle Ages Series) has been making you to know about other
knowledge and of course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The publication
Righteous Persecution: Inquisition, Dominicans, and Christianity in the Middle Ages (The Middle Ages
Series) is not only giving you much more new information but also being your friend when you experience
bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship together with the
book Righteous Persecution: Inquisition, Dominicans, and Christianity in the Middle Ages (The Middle
Ages Series). You never really feel lose out for everything should you read some books.

Steven Resnick:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-
book way, more simple and reachable. That Righteous Persecution: Inquisition, Dominicans, and
Christianity in the Middle Ages (The Middle Ages Series) can give you a lot of friends because by you
taking a look at this one book you have issue that they don't and make a person more like an interesting
person. This book can be one of a step for you to get success. This book offer you information that possibly
your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than additional make you to be great persons. So , why
hesitate? We need to have Righteous Persecution: Inquisition, Dominicans, and Christianity in the Middle
Ages (The Middle Ages Series).

Debra Daniel:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our information for everything. By a e-book we can
know everything we really wish for. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every
year was exactly added. This e-book Righteous Persecution: Inquisition, Dominicans, and Christianity in the
Middle Ages (The Middle Ages Series) was filled concerning science. Spend your time to add your
knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has different feel when they reading a new



book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like at
this point, many ways to get book which you wanted.
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