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Rife with incest, adultery, rape, and murder, the biblical story of Jacob and his children must have troubled
ancient readers. By any standard, this was a family with problems. Jacob's oldest son Reuben is said to have
slept with his father's concubine Bilhah. The next two sons, Simeon and Levi, tricked the men of a nearby
city into undergoing circumcision, and then murdered all of them as revenge for the rape of their sister.
Judah, the fourth son, had sexual relations with his own daughter-in-law. Meanwhile, jealous of their
younger sibling Joseph, the brothers conspired to kill him; they later relented and merely sold him into
slavery. These stories presented a particular challenge for ancient biblical interpreters. After all, Jacob's sons
were the founders of the nation of Israel and ought to have been models of virtue.

In The Ladder of Jacob, renowned biblical scholar James Kugel retraces the steps of ancient biblical
interpreters as they struggled with such problems. Kugel reveals how they often fixed on a little detail in the
Bible's wording to "deduce" something not openly stated in the narrative. They concluded that Simeon and
Levi were justified in killing all the men in a town to avenge the rape of their sister, and that Judah, who
slept with his daughter-in-law, was the unfortunate victim of alcoholism.

These are among the earliest examples of ancient biblical interpretation (midrash). They are found in
retellings of biblical stories that appeared in the closing centuries BCE--in the Book of Jubilees, the Aramaic
Levi Document, the Testaments of the Twelve Patriarchs, and other noncanonical works. Through careful
analysis of these retellings, Kugel is able to reconstruct how ancient interpreters worked. The Ladder of
Jacob is an artful, compelling account of the very beginnings of biblical interpretation.
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From reader reviews:

Hannelore Evans:

The book The Ladder of Jacob: Ancient Interpretations of the Biblical Story of Jacob and His Children make
one feel enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable more increase. Book can being your
best friend when you getting stress or having big problem with the subject. If you can make looking at a
book The Ladder of Jacob: Ancient Interpretations of the Biblical Story of Jacob and His Children to be your
habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about
a few or all subjects. You could know everything if you like wide open and read a book The Ladder of
Jacob: Ancient Interpretations of the Biblical Story of Jacob and His Children. Kinds of book are several. It
means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Mario Berry:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, brief story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not striving The Ladder of Jacob: Ancient
Interpretations of the Biblical Story of Jacob and His Children that give your entertainment preference will
be satisfied through reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the opportunity for
people to know world a great deal better then how they react towards the world. It can't be said constantly
that reading habit only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to possibly be success
person. So , for every you who want to start examining as your good habit, you may pick The Ladder of
Jacob: Ancient Interpretations of the Biblical Story of Jacob and His Children become your own personal
starter.

David Eaton:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this The Ladder of Jacob: Ancient
Interpretations of the Biblical Story of Jacob and His Children reserve written by well-known writer who
knows well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written in good
manner for you, dripping every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you
still doubt The Ladder of Jacob: Ancient Interpretations of the Biblical Story of Jacob and His Children as
good book but not only by the cover but also from the content. This is one publication that can break don't
judge book by its deal with, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come
on your studying sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Ismael Soliz:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Typically the book that



recommended for you is The Ladder of Jacob: Ancient Interpretations of the Biblical Story of Jacob and His
Children this guide consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. This specific book was
represented so why is the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer require to explain it is easy
to understand. Typically the writer made some exploration when he makes this book. That's why this book
ideal all of you.
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