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Robert Angus Smith (1817-1884) was a Scottish chemist and a leading investigator into what came to be
known as 'acid rain'. This study of his working life, contextualized through discussion of his childhood,
education, beliefs, family, interests and influences sheds light on the evolving understanding of sanitary
science during the nineteenth century. Born in Glasgow and initially trained for a career in the Church of
Scotland, Smith instead went on to study chemistry in Germany under Justus von Liebig. On his return to
Manchester in the 1840s, Smith's strong Calvinist faith lead him to develop a strong concern for the
insanitary environmental conditions in Manchester and other industrial towns in Britain. His appointment as
Inspector of the Alkali Administration in 1863 enabled him to marry his social concerns and his work as an
analytical chemist, and this book explores his role as Inspector of the Administration from its inception
through battles with chemical manufacturers in the courts, to the struggle to widen and tighten the regulatory
framework as other harmful chemical nuisances became known. This study of Smith’s life and work
provides an important background to the way that 'chemical' came to have such negative connotations in the
century before publication of Rachel Carson's Silent Spring. It also offers a fascinating insight into the
changing landscape of British politics as regulation and enforcement of the chemical industries came to be
seen as necessary, and is essential reading for historians of science, technology and industry in the nineteenth
century, as well as environmental historians seeking background context to the twentieth-century
environmental movements.
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From reader reviews:

Raymond Harris:

Book is written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a e-book.
Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important thing to bring us around the world. Adjacent to
that you can your reading ability was fluently. A publication Acid Rain and the Rise of the Environmental
Chemist in Nineteenth-Century Britain: The Life and Work of Robert Angus Smith (Science, Technology
and Culture, 1700-1945) will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can
know about every thing. But some of you think that open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It is
not necessarily make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or
suited book with you?

Jaclyn Davis:

Often the book Acid Rain and the Rise of the Environmental Chemist in Nineteenth-Century Britain: The
Life and Work of Robert Angus Smith (Science, Technology and Culture, 1700-1945) will bring someone to
the new experience of reading any book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. In case you try
to find new book to see, this book very appropriate to you. The book Acid Rain and the Rise of the
Environmental Chemist in Nineteenth-Century Britain: The Life and Work of Robert Angus Smith (Science,
Technology and Culture, 1700-1945) is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book
from official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Madeline Pastrana:

Reading a book being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to go through a book. When
you go through a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge,
due to the fact book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what types
of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your analysis, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these us novel, comics,
and soon. The Acid Rain and the Rise of the Environmental Chemist in Nineteenth-Century Britain: The Life
and Work of Robert Angus Smith (Science, Technology and Culture, 1700-1945) will give you a new
experience in looking at a book.

Jeffrey Baptiste:

As a college student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library as
well as to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's soul or
real their interest. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to presently
there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring as well as
can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important to suit your



needs. As we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to
reach Chinese's country. So , this Acid Rain and the Rise of the Environmental Chemist in Nineteenth-
Century Britain: The Life and Work of Robert Angus Smith (Science, Technology and Culture, 1700-1945)
can make you experience more interested to read.
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