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The shape, lineation, and prosody of postmodern poems are extravagantly inventive, imbuing their form with
as much meaning as their content. Through a survey of American poetry and poetics from the end of World
War II to the present, Michael Golston traces the proliferation of these experiments to a growing fascination
with allegory in philosophy, linguistics, critical theory, and aesthetics, introducing new strategies for reading
American poetry while embedding its formal innovations within the history of intellectual thought.

Beginning with Walter Benjamin's explicit understanding of Surrealism as an allegorical art, Golston defines
a distinct engagement with allegory among philosophers, theorists, and critics from 1950 to today. Reading
Fredric Jameson, Angus Fletcher, Roland Barthes, and Craig Owens, and working with the semiotics of
Charles Sanders Pierce, Golston develops a theory of allegory he then applies to the poems of Louis
Zukofsky and Lorine Niedecker, who, he argues, wrote in response to the Surrealists; the poems of John
Ashbery and Clark Coolidge, who incorporated formal aspects of filmmaking and photography into their
work; the groundbreaking configurations of P. Inman, Lyn Hejinian, Myung Mi Kim, and the Language
poets; Susan Howe's "Pierce-Arrow," which he submits to semiotic analysis; and the innovations of Craig
Dworkin and the conceptualists. Revitalizing what many consider to be a staid rhetorical trope, Golston
positions allegory as a creative catalyst behind postwar American poetry's avant-garde achievements.
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From reader reviews:

Florence Adams:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As we
know that book is very important for people. The book Poetic Machinations: Allegory, Surrealism, and
Postmodern Poetic Form was making you to know about other information and of course you can take more
information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The book Poetic Machinations: Allegory, Surrealism,
and Postmodern Poetic Form is not only giving you considerably more new information but also to be your
friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your publication. Try to make
relationship while using book Poetic Machinations: Allegory, Surrealism, and Postmodern Poetic Form. You
never really feel lose out for everything if you read some books.

Alice Black:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a guide you will get new information because book is one of many ways to
share the information or maybe their idea. Second, looking at a book will make a person more imaginative.
When you reading through a book especially hype book the author will bring that you imagine the story how
the figures do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to some others. When you read this Poetic
Machinations: Allegory, Surrealism, and Postmodern Poetic Form, you may tells your family, friends and
also soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a publication.

Doris Snell:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always aim to and must have the free time or they will get large
amount of stress from both everyday life and work. So , when we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not only a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then
do you ever try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, typically
the book you have read is actually Poetic Machinations: Allegory, Surrealism, and Postmodern Poetic Form.

Jessica Palmer:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its cover may
doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic
as in the outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer is usually Poetic Machinations: Allegory, Surrealism,
and Postmodern Poetic Form why because the fantastic cover that make you consider about the content will
not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your
reading sixth sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.
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