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The two chief diarists of the age of Charles the Second are, mutatis mutandis, not ill characterized by the
remark of a wicked wit upon the brothers Austin. "John Austin," it was said, "served God and died poor:
Charles Austin served the devil, and died rich. Both were clever fellows. Charles was much the cleverer of
the two." Thus John Evelyn and Samuel Pepys, the former a perfect model of decorum, the latter a grievous
example of indecorum, have respectively left us diaries, of which the indecorous is to the decorous as a
zoölogical garden is to a museum: while the disparity between the testamentary bequests of the two Austins
but imperfectly represents the reputation standing to Pepys’s account with posterity in comparison with that
accruing to his sedate and dignified contemporary. Museums, nevertheless, have their uses, and Evelyn’s
comparatively jejune record has laid us under no small obligation. But for Pepys’s amazing indiscretion and
garrulity, qualities of which one cannot have too little in life, or too much in the record of it, Evelyn would
have been esteemed the first diarist of his age. Unable for want of these qualifications to draw any adequate
picture of the stirring life around him, he has executed at least one portrait admirably, his own. The likeness
is, moreover, valuable, as there is every reason to suppose it typical, and representative of a very important
class of society, the well-bred and well-conducted section of the untitled aristocracy of England. We may
well believe that these men were not only the salt but the substance of their order. There was an ill-bred
section exclusively devoted to festivity and sport. There was an ill-conducted section, plunged into the
dissipations of court life. But the majority were men like Evelyn: not, perhaps, equally refined by culture and
travel, or equally interested in literary research and scientific experiment, but well informed and polite; no
strangers to the Court, yet hardly to be called courtiers, and preferring country to town; loyal to Church and
King but not fanatical or rancorous; as yet but slightly imbued with the principles of civil and religious
liberty, yet adverse to carry the dogma of divine right further than the right of succession; fortunate in having
survived all ideas of serfdom or vassalage, and in having few private interests not fairly reconcilable with the
general good. Evelyn was made to be the spokesman of such a class, and, meaning to speak only for himself,
he delivers its mind concerning the Commonwealth and the Restoration, the conduct of the later Stuart Kings
and the Revolution.
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From reader reviews:

Alberto Meyer:

The book The Diary of John Evelyn make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your
capable considerably more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big
problem with your subject. If you can make examining a book The Diary of John Evelyn to get your habit,
you can get more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all
subjects. You could know everything if you like available and read a reserve The Diary of John Evelyn.
Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you
think about this book?

Tanya Nolan:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or all
their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic within the
park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to fill
your own personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book is usually option to fill your free time/
holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to test look
for book, may be the reserve untitled The Diary of John Evelyn can be very good book to read. May be it can
be best activity to you.

Cynthia Caron:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make someone to
understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information quicker to share.
You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon. You
will observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended for you is The Diary of John Evelyn this guide consist a lot of the information from the
condition of this world now. This book was represented how does the world has grown up. The vocabulary
styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some exploration
when he makes this book. This is why this book suited all of you.

Patsy Locke:

Some people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half regions of the book. You can choose the book The Diary of John Evelyn to make your
personal reading is interesting. Your skill of reading expertise is developing when you such as reading. Try
to choose easy book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the opinion about book and examining
especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to wide open a book and go through it. Beside that the
e-book The Diary of John Evelyn can to be your friend when you're experience alone and confuse with the
information must you're doing of the time.
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