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Probably the greatest mountaineer of his day,' claimed Kenneth Mason in his definitive mountaineering
history, Abode of Snow. Haversham Godwin-Austen (1834-1923), from an ancient and interesting Surrey
aristocratic family with royal connections, not only found the first way to the 'savage mountain', K2, but
went on to be the first serious explorer of the Karakoram, Ladakh, Western Tibet, Bhutan, Northern Burma
and Assam. He broke the Asiatic high-altitude mountaineering record three times, using a 'garden hatchet' as
an ice-axe, saw his assistant killed by headhunters and socialised with everyone from his 'coolies' to the
Maharajah of Kashmir. Back in England, he became one of the UK's greatest Natural Historians, a Darwinist
collector among collectors of geological and ornithological specimens. His collection of freshwater molluscs
forms the basis of all modern science in the subject. And he became one of the UK's greatest surveyors,
covering over 22,000 square miles of new territory, including 23 new glaciers and at least two dozen first
ascents of peaks over 5000m. Remarkably, he also found time to paint a vast portfolio of watercolours,
including the first close sighting of K2, described by the British Library as a 'national treasure'. (Several of
these watercolours are illustrated in this book.) His personal life was equally interesting: three marriages - to
an Afghan landowner's daughter, an English socialite, then a civil servant's daughter 23 years younger than
himself - was complicated by religious conversions from Anglicanism to Islam then to Buddhism. His strong
character as a scholar at great London institutions such as the Natural History Museum is still the stuff of
legend, while his bankruptcy in later life required the selling of the 'family pile', the magnificent, royally-
furnished Shalford Park. And thanks to a youthful indiscretion in Kashmir, he harboured a dark secret which
came back to haunt him near the end of his long and colourful life. This is the first and authorised biography
of an outstanding man. Godwin-Austen's private papers are being made public for the first time. They prove
that he was one of the UK's greatest explorers, on a par with Sir Richard Burton, and surpassing the
explorations of David Livingstone, Captain Cook or Captain Scott. For mountaineers, scientists, students of
biography and historians of the Raj and the Great Game, this biography offers new and and original material
- a 'must' for the explorer's bookshelf.
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From reader reviews:

William Coker:

What do you about book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy person?
If you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And
you have extra time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They need to answer that
question due to the fact just their can do this. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person. Yes,
it is suitable. Because start from on guardería until university need this kind of The K2 Man (and His
Molluscs): The Extraordinary life of Haversham Godwin-Austen to read.

Ann Davis:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the name The K2 Man
(and His Molluscs): The Extraordinary life of Haversham Godwin-Austen suitable to you? The particular
book was written by well known writer in this era. Often the book untitled The K2 Man (and His Molluscs):
The Extraordinary life of Haversham Godwin-Austenis the one of several books which everyone read now.
This particular book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the
new shape that you ever know just before. The author explained their strategy in the simple way,
consequently all of people can easily to recognise the core of this e-book. This book will give you a wide
range of information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world in this book.

Christine Hughes:

Why? Because this The K2 Man (and His Molluscs): The Extraordinary life of Haversham Godwin-Austen
is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap it but latter it will shock you with
the secret this inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who else write the book in such
incredible way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the
meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it.
This unique book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book include such as help improving your
expertise and your critical thinking method. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I ended up you I
will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

William McCoy:

The book untitled The K2 Man (and His Molluscs): The Extraordinary life of Haversham Godwin-Austen
contain a lot of information on the item. The writer explains the girl idea with easy technique. The language
is very easy to understand all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was
written by famous author. The author gives you in the new era of literary works. It is easy to read this book
because you can read more your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book within anywhere and
anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can available their official web-site and order it. Have a nice go



through.
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