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Before 1788, the peoples of this continent did not consider themselves 'Aboriginal'. They only became
'Aborigines' in the wake of the British invasion. In this startling and original study, Bain Attwood reveals
how relationships between black Australians and European colonisers determined the hearts and minds of the
indigenous peoples, making them anew as Aboriginals.

In examining the period after the 'killing times', this young historian provides new perspectives on racial
ideology, government policy, and the rule of law. In examining European domination, he unravels the
patterns of associations which were woven between European and Aborigine, and shows the complex
meanings and significance these relationships held for both groups.

In this book, the dispossessed are not cast as merely passive victims; they appear as real characters, men and
women who adapted to European colonisation in accordance with their own historical and cultural
experience. Out of this exchange the colonised created a new consciousness and began to forge a common
identity for themselves.

A story of cultural change and continuity both poignant and disturbing in its telling, this important book is
sure to provoke controversy about what it means to be Aboriginal.

'This intelligent and impeccably researched book seeks to advance our understanding of the story of
white/Aboriginal contact. It will be required reading for anyone working in the field.' - Henry Reynolds

'Colonisation is both destructive and creative of peoples. Recent historians have revealed the extensive
destruction of black Australians and their cultures. But now Bain Attwood, in this finely crafted and highly
original series of case studies... plots the complex human relations and historical forces that re-made these
indigenous people into the Aborigines.' - Richard Broome
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From reader reviews:

Corey Ison:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they're still students or that for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that question above. Every person has
diverse personality and hobby per other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't need do
that. You must know how great along with important the book The Making of the Aborigines. All type of
book can you see on many solutions. You can look for the internet methods or other social media.

Jim Weigel:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the title The Making of the
Aborigines suitable to you? Often the book was written by well-known writer in this era. Often the book
untitled The Making of the Aboriginesis one of several books this everyone read now. This book was
inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new age that you ever
know just before. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to
recognise the core of this book. This book will give you a lot of information about this world now. So you
can see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Lawrence Howe:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family,
or their very own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or
picnic inside the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book might be option to fill your totally free
time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you
want to try out look for book, may be the reserve untitled The Making of the Aborigines can be excellent
book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

John Dinwiddie:

Is it you who having spare time after that spend it whole day through watching television programs or just
lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Making of the Aborigines can be the reply, oh how
comes? The new book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this
brand-new era is common not a geek activity. So what these guides have than the others?
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