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In Voice of the Leopard: African Secret Societies and Cuba, Ivor L. Miller shows how African migrants and
their political fraternities played a formative role in the history of Cuba. During the eighteenth and nineteenth
centuries, no large kingdoms controlled Nigeria and Cameroon's multilingual Cross River basin. Instead,
each settlement had its own lodge of the initiation society called Ékpè, or "leopard," which was the highest
indigenous authority. Ékpè lodges ruled local communities while also managing regional and long-distance
trade. Cross River Africans, enslaved and forcibly brought to colonial Cuba, reorganized their Ékpè clubs
covertly in Havana and Matanzas into a mutual-aid society called Abakuá, which became foundational to
Cuba's urban life and music.

Miller's extensive fieldwork in Cuba and West Africa documents ritual languages and practices that survived
the Middle Passage and evolved into a unifying charter for transplanted slaves and their successors. To gain
deeper understanding of the material, Miller underwent Ékpè initiation rites in Nigeria after ten years'
collaboration with Abakuá initiates in Cuba and the United States. He argues that Cuban music, art, and even
politics rely on complexities of these African-inspired codes of conduct and leadership. Voice of the Leopard
is an unprecedented tracing of an African title-society to its Caribbean incarnation, which has deeply
influenced Cuba's creative energy and popular consciousness.
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From reader reviews:

Loraine Brown:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Sure, you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their very own
spare time to take a wander, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book
called Voice of the Leopard: African Secret Societies and Cuba (Caribbean Studies Series)? Maybe it is to
become best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book,
you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have different opinion?

Martha Furman:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what your own problem? How about your time? Or are you busy person? If you don't
have spare time to try and do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have
time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They must answer that question simply
because just their can do which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is suitable.
Because start from on guardería until university need that Voice of the Leopard: African Secret Societies and
Cuba (Caribbean Studies Series) to read.

Laura Enriquez:

Do you among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
this kind of aren't like that. This Voice of the Leopard: African Secret Societies and Cuba (Caribbean Studies
Series) book is readable by simply you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the information here
are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to
deliver to you. The writer regarding Voice of the Leopard: African Secret Societies and Cuba (Caribbean
Studies Series) content conveys prospect easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are
not different in the written content but it just different as it. So , do you still thinking Voice of the Leopard:
African Secret Societies and Cuba (Caribbean Studies Series) is not loveable to be your top record reading
book?

Joyce Shryock:

Typically the book Voice of the Leopard: African Secret Societies and Cuba (Caribbean Studies Series) will
bring you to definitely the new experience of reading any book. The author style to describe the idea is very
unique. Should you try to find new book to learn, this book very suited to you. The book Voice of the
Leopard: African Secret Societies and Cuba (Caribbean Studies Series) is much recommended to you to
learn. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.
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