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In the hands of Bruce Smith, devotions are momentary stops to listen to the motor of history. They are
meditations and provocations. They are messages received from the chatter of the street and from
transmissions as distant as Memphis and al-Mansur. Bulletins and interruptions come from brutal elsewheres
and from the interior where music puts electrodes on the body to take an EKG. These poems visit high
schools, laundromats, motels, films, and dreams in order to measure the American hunger and thirst. They
are interested in the things we profess to hold most dear as well as what’s unspoken and unbidden. While
we’re driving, while riding a bus, while receiving a call, while passing through an X-ray machine, the
personal is intersected—sometimes violently, sometimes tenderly—with the hum and buzz of the culture.
The culture, whether New York or Tuscaloosa, Seattle or Philadelphia, past or present, carries the burden of
race and “someone’s idea of beauty.” The poems fluctuate between the two poles of “lullaby and homicide”
before taking a vow to remain on earth, to look right and left, to wait and to witness.
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From reader reviews:

Jose Anderson:

The book Devotions (Phoenix Poets) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want.
Why must we leave the best thing like a book Devotions (Phoenix Poets)? A number of you have a different
opinion about publication. But one aim that will book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely suitable.
Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you are able to
give for each other; you can share all of these. Book Devotions (Phoenix Poets) has simple shape however,
you know: it has great and big function for you. You can look the enormous world by start and read a e-
book. So it is very wonderful.

Margaret Watkins:

Now a day those who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not call for people to be aware of each information they get. How many
people to be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading
through a book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Devotions (Phoenix
Poets) book because book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the information in this book
hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Flora Godfrey:

This Devotions (Phoenix Poets) tend to be reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person,
why. The reason of this Devotions (Phoenix Poets) can be among the great books you must have will be
giving you more than just simple examining food but feed an individual with information that perhaps will
shock your before knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever
your conditions in the e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Devotions (Phoenix Poets) forcing you to
have an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that could it
useful in your day task. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Kathleen Huckaby:

Beside this specific Devotions (Phoenix Poets) in your phone, it may give you a way to get closer to the new
knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh through the
oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow small town. It is good
thing to have Devotions (Phoenix Poets) because this book offers to your account readable information. Do
you at times have book but you seldom get what it's all about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if
you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful
island. Techniques you still want to miss it? Find this book as well as read it from currently!
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