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Five hundred years before Homer immortalized the Trojan Horse, the ancient Egyptians had already
composed a tale of soldiers hiding Ali Baba-like in baskets to capture a besieged city. Shortly after the rise to
power of the warrior pharaoh Ramesses II, Egyptian authors began to write stories about battles and
conquest. However, these stories were not set in the present, but in the past: they were the world's first works
of historical fiction. These literary recreations of past events, which preserve fascinating mixtures of fact and
fiction, provide unparalleled information about topics as diverse as ancient Egyptian historiography, religion,
and notions of humor and wit.

Imagining the Past is the first volume to provide complete translations and commentary for the historical
fiction composed during Egypt's New Kingdom. The four works include The Quarrel of Apepi and
Seqenenre, The Capture of Joppa, Thutmose III in Asia, The Libyan Battle Story. An introduction explores
Egyptian conceptions of the past, the universe of historical and literary texts in New Kingdom Egypt, and the
definition of a new genre of Egyptian literature. Extensive commentary and new translations appear within
each chapter, and a concluding analysis summarizes the audience and function of historical fiction as well as
theology and historiography within the tales. Despite the fragmentary nature of the papyrus copies, the
thorough research into the literary, political, and social context of each tale allows a modern reader to
explore this forgotten literary subfield and appreciate the stories as works of historical fiction.
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From reader reviews:

Susan Granger:

The book Imagining the Past: Historical Fiction in New Kingdom Egypt make you feel enjoy for your spare
time. You should use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you
getting tension or having big problem with the subject. If you can make looking at a book Imagining the
Past: Historical Fiction in New Kingdom Egypt to be your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add
your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You could know
everything if you like available and read a book Imagining the Past: Historical Fiction in New Kingdom
Egypt. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other individuals. So ,
how do you think about this book?

Jeannette Villalobos:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot
of information that could give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can easily share
their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire all their reader with their story
or perhaps their experience. Not only the story that share in the publications. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their
ability in writing, they also doing some research before they write for their book. One of them is this
Imagining the Past: Historical Fiction in New Kingdom Egypt.

Donald Rivera:

Why? Because this Imagining the Past: Historical Fiction in New Kingdom Egypt is an unordinary book that
the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap it but latter it will surprise you with the secret it inside.
Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such incredible way makes the
content interior easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for
you because of not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give
you a lot of rewards than the other book get such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking
way. So , still want to delay having that book? If I were you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Josie Garcia:

Reading a book for being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to study a book. When you
study a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your
knowledge, since book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what
sorts of book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your review, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this kind of us novel,
comics, in addition to soon. The Imagining the Past: Historical Fiction in New Kingdom Egypt will give you



a new experience in reading through a book.
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