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Popular impressions of the imperial Japanese army still promote images of suicidal banzai charges and
fanatical leaders blindly devoted to their emperor. Edward Drea looks well past those stereotypes to unfold
the more complex story of how that army came to power and extended its influence at home and abroad to
become one of the world's dominant fighting forces.

This first comprehensive English-language history of the Japanese army traces its origins, evolution, and
impact as an engine of the country's regional and global ambitions and as a catalyst for the militarization of
the Japanese homeland from mid-nineteenth-century incursions through the end of World War II.
Demonstrating his mastery of Japanese-language sources, Drea explains how the Japanese style of warfare,
burnished by samurai legends, shaped the army, narrowed its options, influenced its decisions, and made it
the institution that conquered most of Asia. He also tells how the army's intellectual foundations shifted as it
reinvented itself to fulfill the changing imperatives of Japanese society-and how the army in turn decisively
shaped the nation's political, social, cultural, and strategic course.

Drea recounts how Japan devoted an inordinate amount of its treasury toward modernizing,
professionalizing, and training its army—which grew larger, more powerful, and politically more influential
with each passing decade. Along the way, it produced an efficient military schooling system, a well-
organized active duty and reserve force, a professional officer corps that thought in terms of regional threat,
and well-trained soldiers armed with appropriate weapons.

Encompassing doctrine, strategy, weaponry, and civil-military relations, Drea's expert study also captures the
dominant personalities who shaped the imperial army, from Yamagata Aritomo, an incisive geopolitical
strategist, to Anami Korechika, who exhorted the troops to fight to the death during the final days of World
War II. Summing up, Drea also suggests that an army that places itself above its nation's interests is doomed
to failure.
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From reader reviews:

Cory Marshall:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They are really reading
whatever they take because their hobby is reading a book. Think about the person who don't like looking at a
book? Sometime, person feel need book once they found difficult problem or even exercise. Well, probably
you will want this Japan's Imperial Army: Its Rise and Fall (Modern War Studies (Paperback)).

Sherrill Height:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and soon.
You can view that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended for you is Japan's Imperial Army: Its Rise and Fall (Modern War Studies (Paperback)) this
book consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. This specific book was
represented how do the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer use for explain it is easy to
understand. The particular writer made some exploration when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this
book suited all of you.

Cheryl Cooley:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book technique, more simple and reachable. That Japan's Imperial Army: Its Rise and Fall (Modern War
Studies (Paperback)) can give you a lot of pals because by you looking at this one book you have issue that
they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of a step for
you to get success. This guide offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't learn, by knowing
more than various other make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? We should have Japan's
Imperial Army: Its Rise and Fall (Modern War Studies (Paperback)).

Mark McKinney:

A lot of people said that they feel bored when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half areas of the book. You can choose often the book Japan's Imperial Army: Its Rise and Fall
(Modern War Studies (Paperback)) to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your own skill of
reading expertise is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to
see it and mingle the opinion about book and studying especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like
to start a book and read it. Beside that the publication Japan's Imperial Army: Its Rise and Fall (Modern War
Studies (Paperback)) can to be your new friend when you're sense alone and confuse in what must you're



doing of the time.
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