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The pulsing beat of its nightlife has long drawn travelers to the streets of Shanghai, where the night scene is a
crucial component of the city’s image as a global metropolis. In Shanghai Nightscapes, sociologist James
Farrer and historian Andrew David Field examine the cosmopolitan nightlife culture that first arose in
Shanghai in the 1920s and that has been experiencing a revival since the 1980s. Drawing on over twenty
years of fieldwork and hundreds of interviews, the authors spotlight a largely hidden world of nighttime
pleasures—the dancing, drinking, and socializing going on in dance clubs and bars that have flourished in
Shanghai over the last century.

            The book begins by examining the history of the jazz-age dance scenes that arose in the ballrooms
and nightclubs of Shanghai’s foreign settlements. During its heyday in the 1930s, Shanghai was known
worldwide for its jazz cabarets that fused Chinese and Western cultures. The 1990s have seen the
proliferation of a drinking, music, and sexual culture collectively constructed to create new contact zones
between the local and tourist populations. Today’s Shanghai night scenes are simultaneously spaces of
inequality and friction, where men and women from many different walks of life compete for status and
attention, and spaces of sociability, in which intercultural communities are formed. Shanghai Nightscapes
highlights the continuities in the city’s nightlife across a turbulent century, as well as the importance of the
multicultural agents of nightlife in shaping cosmopolitan urban culture in China’s greatest global city.
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From reader reviews:

Bill Bobby:

The book Shanghai Nightscapes: A Nocturnal Biography of a Global City make one feel enjoy for your spare
time. You may use to make your capable much more increase. Book can to become your best friend when
you getting pressure or having big problem with the subject. If you can make looking at a book Shanghai
Nightscapes: A Nocturnal Biography of a Global City to be your habit, you can get far more advantages, like
add your own capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You could know
everything if you like open up and read a guide Shanghai Nightscapes: A Nocturnal Biography of a Global
City. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how
do you think about this publication?

Matthew Wallace:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading addiction
give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside
the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of
e-book you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with training books but if you want truly feel
happy read one using theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The particular Shanghai Nightscapes:
A Nocturnal Biography of a Global City is kind of guide which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Jerry Jackman:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make anyone to
understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information better to share. You
can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. You
can see that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended for
you is Shanghai Nightscapes: A Nocturnal Biography of a Global City this guide consist a lot of the
information with the condition of this world now. This particular book was represented how does the world
has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer
made some research when he makes this book. That's why this book appropriate all of you.

Richard Dike:

This Shanghai Nightscapes: A Nocturnal Biography of a Global City is new way for you who has intense
curiosity to look for some information as it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you into it getting
knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having bit of digest in reading this Shanghai
Nightscapes: A Nocturnal Biography of a Global City can be the light food for you personally because the
information inside this specific book is easy to get through anyone. These books develop itself in the form
that is reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in guide form make them
feel tired even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there is not any in reading a guide especially this one. You



can find what you are looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-
book sort for your better life as well as knowledge.
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