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Magic, aways part of the occult underground in North America, has experienced a resurgence since the
1960s. Although most contemporary magical religions have come from abroad, they have found fertile
ground in which to develop in North America. Who are today's believers in Witchcraft and how do they
worship? Alternative spiritual paths have increased the ranks of followers dramatically, particularly among
well-educated middle-class individuals. Witchcraft and Magic conveys the richness of magical religious
experiences found in today's culture, covering the continent of North America and the Caribbean.

These original essays survey current and historical issues pertinent to religions that incorporate magical or
occult beliefs and practices, and they examine contemporary responses to these religions. The relationship
between Witchcraft and Neopaganism is explored, asis their intersection with established groups practicing
goddess worship. Recent years have seen the growth in New Age magic and Afro-Caribbean religions, and
these devel opments are also addressed in this volume.

All the religions covered offer adherents an alternative worldview and rituals that are aimed at helping
individual s redefine themselves and make their interactions with the environment more empowered. Many
modern occult religions share an absence of dogma or central authority to determine orthodoxy, and have
become a contemporary experience embracing modern concerns like feminism, environmentalism, civil
rights, and gay rights. Afro-Caribbean religions such as Santeria, Palo, and Curanderismo, which do have a
more developed dogma and authority structure, offer their followers areligion steeped in African and
Hispanic traditions. Responses to the growth of magical religions have varied, from acceptance to an
unfounded concern about the growth of a satanic underground. And, as magical religions have flourished,
increased interest has resulted in a growing commercialization, with its threat of trivialization.
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From reader reviews:
M aur een Danie€ls:

Nowadays reading books be alittle more than want or need but also get alife style. This reading habit give
you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the
book in which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of guide you
read, if you want send more knowledge just go with education books but if you want sense happy read one
having theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The Witchcraft and Magic: Contemporary North
Americaiskind of reserve which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Stacie L ogan:

Reading a book can be one of alot of pastime that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
and so. There are alot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a e-book will give you alot of new
details. When you read a publication you will get new information due to the fact book is one of several
ways to share the information or their idea. Second, reading a book will make you more imaginative. When
you studying a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the figures
do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to others. When you read this Witchcraft and Magic:
Contemporary North America, you may tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours guide. Y our
knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a book.

Kimberly Hutton:

The reason? Because this Witchcraft and Magic: Contemporary North Americais an unordinary book that
the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap that but latter it will jolt you with the secret it inside.
Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who also write the book in such awesome way makes the
content interior easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So | itis
good for you because of not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This unique book will
give you alot of rewards than the other book include such as help improving your talent and your critical
thinking approach. So , still want to delay having that book? If | were you | will go to the reserve store
hurriedly.

Francis Gibbs:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got pupils? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. So you know that
little person similar to reading or aslooking at become their hobby. Y ou need to understand that reading is
very important as well as book as to be the point. Book isimportant thing to add you knowledge, except your
own teacher or lecturer. Y ou will find good news or update with regards to something by book. Numerous
books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is actually Witchcraft and Magic: Contemporary
North America.
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