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Looks at the role of Jewish American fiction in the larger context of American culture.

In American Talmud, Ezra Cappell redefines the genre of Jewish American fiction and places it squarely
within the larger context of American literature. Cappell departs from the conventional approach of defining
Jewish American authors solely in terms of their ethnic origins and sociological constructs, and instead
contextualizes their fiction within the theological heritage of Jewish culture. By deliberately emphasizing
historical and ethnographic links to religions, religious texts, and traditions, Cappell demonstrates that
twentieth-century and contemporary Jewish American fiction writers have been codifying a new Talmud, an
American Talmud, and argues that the literary production of Jews in America might be seen as one more
stage of rabbinic commentary on the scriptural inheritance of the Jewish people.

“This study helpfully classifies a subculture of American literature.” — American Jewish History

“Ezra Cappell’s American Talmud is a brave book.” — American Literary Scholarship

“The question of the Jewishness of Jewish American writers is the central question of the genre, and Cappell
tackles this question head on. Cappell’s incisive, wise, and utterly convincing examination of the theological
underpinnings of the contemporary Jewish American imagination will surely have to be reckoned with as it
cuts against the grain of much contemporary literary criticism in the field.” — Andrew Furman, author of
Israel Through the Jewish-American Imagination: A Survey of Jewish-American Literature on Israel,
1928–1995

“With both authority and a rare kind of scholarly clarity, Cappell connects the issues of Jewish
modernity—identity, memory, nature of evil, role of God in history—between Talmud and postmodernity in
America. This book not only makes the case for the continuing habit of Jewish American writers to revisit
their religious archives, but also for cultural studies to include the sedimentation of religious culture in its
historicizing of American culture.” — Gloria L. Cronin, coeditor of Jewish American and Holocaust
Literature: Representation in the Postmodern World

Ezra Cappell is Assistant Professor of English and Director of the Inter-American Jewish Studies Program at
the University of Texas at El Paso.
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From reader reviews:

Dennis Fleenor:

This book untitled American Talmud: The Cultural Work of Jewish American Fiction (SUNY series in
Modern Jewish Literature and Culture) to be one of several books that will best seller in this year, here is
because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy that book in the
book retail outlet or you can order it by way of online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It
makes you quickly to read this book, since you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason
for you to past this book from your list.

Esther Watson:

The reason? Because this American Talmud: The Cultural Work of Jewish American Fiction (SUNY series
in Modern Jewish Literature and Culture) is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to
snap the item but latter it will jolt you with the secret this inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was
fantastic author who else write the book in such amazing way makes the content within easier to understand,
entertaining approach but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating
having this anymore or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of gains than the other book
include such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking method. So , still want to postpone
having that book? If I were you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Jenny Davis:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you will have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try factor that really opposite from
that. One particular activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you have been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love American Talmud: The Cultural
Work of Jewish American Fiction (SUNY series in Modern Jewish Literature and Culture), you are able to
enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh
seriously its mind hangout people. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Kevin Masterson:

A lot of people said that they feel weary when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt that when they
get a half elements of the book. You can choose the actual book American Talmud: The Cultural Work of
Jewish American Fiction (SUNY series in Modern Jewish Literature and Culture) to make your personal
reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading expertise is developing when you similar to reading. Try
to choose basic book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the sensation about book and reading especially.
It is to be initially opinion for you to like to wide open a book and learn it. Beside that the publication
American Talmud: The Cultural Work of Jewish American Fiction (SUNY series in Modern Jewish
Literature and Culture) can to be your new friend when you're sense alone and confuse with what must



you're doing of their time.
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