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Although Greek and Roman authors wrote ethnographic texts describing foreign cultures, ethnography seems
to disappear from Byzantine literature after the seventh century C.E.—a perplexing exception for a culture so
strongly self-identified with the Roman empire. Yet the Byzantines, geographically located at the heart of the
upheavals that led from the ancient to the modern world, had abundant and sophisticated knowledge of the
cultures with which they struggled and bargained. Ethnography After Antiquity examines both the instances
and omissions of Byzantine ethnography, exploring the political and religious motivations for writing (or not
writing) about other peoples.

Through the ethnographies embedded in classical histories, military manuals, Constantine VII's De
administrando imperio, and religious literature, Anthony Kaldellis shows Byzantine authors using accounts
of foreign cultures as vehicles to critique their own state or to demonstrate Romano-Christian superiority
over Islam. He comes to the startling conclusion that the Byzantines did not view cultural differences
through a purely theological prism: their Roman identity, rather than their orthodoxy, was the vital
distinction from cultures they considered heretic and barbarian. Filling in the previously unexplained gap
between antiquity and the resurgence of ethnography in the late Byzantine period, Ethnography After
Antiquity offers new perspective on how Byzantium positioned itself with and against the dramatically
shifting world.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Torres:

The book Ethnography After Antiquity: Foreign Lands and Peoples in Byzantine Literature (Empire and
After) make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable considerably more
increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem with your
subject. If you can make reading a book Ethnography After Antiquity: Foreign Lands and Peoples in
Byzantine Literature (Empire and After) for being your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add
your own capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You can know everything if
you like wide open and read a book Ethnography After Antiquity: Foreign Lands and Peoples in Byzantine
Literature (Empire and After). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or
other folks. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Pauline Jones:

What do you concerning book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what your own problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy man or woman?
If you don't have spare time to do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have free time?
What did you do? Every person has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question due to the
fact just their can do which. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is proper.
Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this kind of Ethnography After Antiquity:
Foreign Lands and Peoples in Byzantine Literature (Empire and After) to read.

Eunice Randle:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the subject Ethnography After
Antiquity: Foreign Lands and Peoples in Byzantine Literature (Empire and After) suitable to you? The
particular book was written by popular writer in this era. The actual book untitled Ethnography After
Antiquity: Foreign Lands and Peoples in Byzantine Literature (Empire and After)is the main of several
books which everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you
read this guide you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know before. The author explained
their plan in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this e-book. This book
will give you a lot of information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world in
this particular book.

Sheila Seim:

Beside this specific Ethnography After Antiquity: Foreign Lands and Peoples in Byzantine Literature
(Empire and After) in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or
information. The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh in the oven so don't always be
worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have Ethnography



After Antiquity: Foreign Lands and Peoples in Byzantine Literature (Empire and After) because this book
offers to you readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you would not get what it's exactly
about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable blend
here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss that? Find this
book as well as read it from today!
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