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After purgatory was officially defined by the Catholic Church in the thirteenth century, its location became a
topic of heated debate and philosophical speculation: Was purgatory located on the earth, or within it? Were
its fires real or figurative?

Diana Walsh Pasulka offers a groundbreaking historical exploration of spatial and material concepts of
purgatory, beginning with scholastic theologians William of Auvergne and Thomas Aquinas, who wrote
about the location of purgatory and questioned whether its torments were physical or solely spiritual. In the
same period, writers of devotional literature located purgatory within the earth, near hell, and even in Ireland.
In the early modern era, a counter-movement of theologians downplayed purgatory's spatial dimensions,
preferring to depict it in abstract terms--a view strengthened during the French Enlightenment, when
references to purgatory as a terrestrial location or a place of real fire were ridiculed by anti-Catholic
polemicists and discouraged by the Church.

The debate surrounding purgatory's materiality has never ended: even today members of post-millennial
''purgatory apostolates'' maintain that purgatory is an actual, physical place. Heaven Can Wait provides
crucial insight into the theological problem of purgatory's materiality (or lack thereof) over the past seven
hundred years.
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From reader reviews:

Angelina Rone:

The book Heaven Can Wait: Purgatory in Catholic Devotional and Popular Culture make you feel enjoy for
your spare time. You can use to make your capable more increase. Book can being your best friend when
you getting anxiety or having big problem using your subject. If you can make examining a book Heaven
Can Wait: Purgatory in Catholic Devotional and Popular Culture for being your habit, you can get far more
advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You may
know everything if you like wide open and read a reserve Heaven Can Wait: Purgatory in Catholic
Devotional and Popular Culture. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science publication or
encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this book?

Alfred Stevens:

The book Heaven Can Wait: Purgatory in Catholic Devotional and Popular Culture can give more
knowledge and information about everything you want. Why must we leave the best thing like a book
Heaven Can Wait: Purgatory in Catholic Devotional and Popular Culture? Several of you have a different
opinion about e-book. But one aim in which book can give many details for us. It is absolutely right. Right
now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you could give for each other;
you may share all of these. Book Heaven Can Wait: Purgatory in Catholic Devotional and Popular Culture
has simple shape but you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can appearance the enormous
world by open and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Santos Conrad:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you could have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Heaven Can Wait: Purgatory in
Catholic Devotional and Popular Culture, you could enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still need
to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't get it, oh
come on its identified as reading friends.

Alexander Pridmore:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
easier to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and
soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended to your account is Heaven Can Wait: Purgatory in Catholic Devotional and Popular Culture
this guide consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This particular book was



represented how do the world has grown up. The language styles that writer make usage of to explain it is
easy to understand. The writer made some exploration when he makes this book. Here is why this book
suitable all of you.
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