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TO THE ENGLISH EDITION. THE HERMETIC MUSEUM RESTORED AND ENLARGED was
published in Latin at Frankfort, in the year 1678, and, as its title implies, it was an enlarged form of an
anterior work which, appearing in 1625, is more scarce, but, intrinsically, of less value. Its design was
apparently to supply in a compact form a representative collection of the more brief and less ancient
alchemical writers; in this respect, it may be regarded as a supplement to those large storehouses of Hermetic
learning such as the Theatrum Chemicum, and that scarcely less colossal of Mangetus, the Bibliotheca
Chemica Curiosa, which are largely concerned with the cream of the archaic literature, with the works of
Geber and the adepts of the school of Arabia, with the writings attributed to Hermes, with those of Raymond
Lully, Arnold de Villa Nova, Bernard Trevisan, and others. THE HERMETIC MUSEUM would also seem
to represent a distinctive school in Alchemy, not altogether committed to certain modes and terminology
which derived most of their prestige from the past, and sufficiently enigmatical as it was, still inclined to be
less obscure and misleading than was the habit of the older masters. For it belonged to a period which had
inherited a bitter experience of the failures, impostures, and misery surrounding the Magnum Opus and its
mystical quest, which was weary of unequipped experiment, weary of wandering "multipliers," and
pretentious "bellows-blowers," while it was just being awakened to the conviction that if Alchemy were true
at all, it was not to be learned from books, or, at least, from any books which had hitherto been written on the
subject. Running through all the tracts which are comprised in the following volumes, the reader will
recognize traces of a central claim in alchemical initiation—that the secrets, whatever they were, must be
understood as the property of a college of adepts, pretending to have subsisted from time almost
immemorial, and revealing themselves to the select and the few, while the literature, large as it is, appears
chiefly as an instrument of intercommunication between those who knew. At the same time, it may also be
regarded as a sign and omen to the likely seeker, an advertisement that there was a mystery, and that he must
go further who would unravel it. While the treatises now translated are for the most part anonymous, as
befits veiled masters, the literary reader will remember that the name of John de Meung connects the
allegorical "Romance of the Rose" with the parables of Alchemy; Flamel will be familiar to all Hermetic
students as the most celebrated of the French adepts; the saintly name of Basil Valentine, investigator of the
properties of antimony, will not even now be unhonoured by the chemist; Eirenaeus Philalethes, equally
revered and unknown by all devout Spagyrites, is supposed to have been the most lucid of hierophants, and
the "Open Entrance" to be the clearest of all his works. Helvetius was an illustrious chemist, and Michael
Maier is a person of some repute in the Rosicrucian controversy.
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From reader reviews:

Teresa Howard:

This book untitled How That Greatest and Truest Medicine of the Philosopher's Stone May Be Found and
Held. Volume I to be one of several books that best seller in this year, here is because when you read this
book you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book retail store or
you can order it by using online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily
to read this book, as you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason to you
personally to past this e-book from your list.

Mamie Perkins:

The book How That Greatest and Truest Medicine of the Philosopher's Stone May Be Found and Held.
Volume I will bring one to the new experience of reading any book. The author style to describe the idea is
very unique. If you try to find new book to study, this book very appropriate to you. The book How That
Greatest and Truest Medicine of the Philosopher's Stone May Be Found and Held. Volume I is much
recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can more
readily to read the book.

Errol Garvin:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always aim to and must have the spare time or they will get great deal
of stress from both everyday life and work. So , when we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely
yes. People is human not just a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity have you got when the
spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will unlimited right. Then ever try this one,
reading textbooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the actual book you have read is
usually How That Greatest and Truest Medicine of the Philosopher's Stone May Be Found and Held.
Volume I.

Lloyd Lake:

In this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more valuable than other.
Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you must do is just
spending your time very little but quite enough to have a look at some books. Among the books in the top
checklist in your reading list is usually How That Greatest and Truest Medicine of the Philosopher's Stone
May Be Found and Held. Volume I. This book which is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer
in becoming precious person. By looking right up and review this guide you can get many advantages.
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