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This book sets out to explain how Shanghai emerged from relative obscurity in 1842 to become one of the
world’s best-known finance and industry hubs. As China’s largest city, Shanghai today plays a central
economic role, much as it did in the 1920s. The author provides a concise diachronic survey of the economic
history of modern Shanghai, setting out how the city’s urban infrastructure, municipal institutions, consumer
culture, and industry have shaped, and have been shaped by, this economic power house. The work tackles a
range of themes, including the city’s millionaires, then and now; racial tensions and quotidian liaisons
between Europeans and Asians before World War II; and the gambling and prostitution industry. The
postwar era is portrayed in comparative discussions on Shanghai under Mao Zedong, and during the reform
era. These discussions bring the narrative up to date to cover important events such as the designation of the
Pudong precinct as the city’s new engine of growth in 1991. The city’s illustrious prewar past is compared
with its present ambitions to become Asia’s leading financial center. The book employs insights from studies
frameworks of new institutional economics as well as from the development trajectory of other world cities
by way of better understanding Shanghai’s historic distinctness, its relative weaknesses, and contemporary
strengths.
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From reader reviews:

Steven Zakrzewski:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
need something to explain what your own problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy person? If
you don't have spare time to do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have
spare time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They must answer that question
mainly because just their can do this. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
proper. Because start from on guardería until university need that Shanghai, Past and Present: A Concise
Socio-Economic History, 1842–2012 to read.

Michael Auten:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be revise about what going on or information even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move ahead. Some of you
maybe will certainly update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice in your case but the
problems coming to you is you don't know which you should start with. This Shanghai, Past and Present: A
Concise Socio-Economic History, 1842–2012 is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why,
as this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Robert Schneck:

The book untitled Shanghai, Past and Present: A Concise Socio-Economic History, 1842–2012 is the book
that recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to an
individual. The language that article author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to
understand. The author was did a lot of investigation when write the book, to ensure the information that
they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of Shanghai, Past and Present: A
Concise Socio-Economic History, 1842–2012 from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Toby Lowry:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many query for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people likes
reading through, not only science book but also novel and Shanghai, Past and Present: A Concise Socio-
Economic History, 1842–2012 or others sources were given information for you. After you know how the
truly amazing a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or
even students especially. Those guides are helping them to put their knowledge. In different case, beside
science book, any other book likes Shanghai, Past and Present: A Concise Socio-Economic History,
1842–2012 to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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