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The idea of a common American culture has been in retreat for a generation or more. Arguments
emphasizing difference have discredited the grand synthetic studies that marginalized groups and
perspectives at odds with the master narrative. Surface and Depth: The Quest for Legibility in American
Culture is a fresh attempt to revitalize an interpretive overview. It seeks to recuperate a central tradition
while simultaneously recognizing how much that tradition has occluded. The book focuses on the American
zeal for knowing or making accessible. This compulsion has a long history stretching back to Puritan anti-
monasticism; to the organization of the landscape into clearly delineated gridwork sections; and to the
creation of a national government predicted on popular vigilance. It can be observed in the unmatched
American receptivity to the motion pictures and to psychoanalysis: the first a technology of visual surfaces,
the second a technique for plumbing interior depths. Popular literature, especially the Western and the
detective story, has reinscribed the cult of legibility. Each genre features a plot that drives through
impediments to transparent resolution. Elite literature has adopted a more contradictory stance. The
landmarks of the American canon typically embark on journeys of discovery while simultaneously
renouncing the possibility of full disclosure (as in Ahabs doomed pursuit of the inscrutable white whale).
The notorious modernism of American literature, its precocious attraction to obscurity and multiple meaning,
evolved as an effort to block the intrusions of a hegemonic cultural dynamic. The American passion for
knowability has been prolific of casualties. Acts of making visible have always entailed the erasure and
invisibility of racial minorities. American society has also routinely trespassed on customary areas of
reserve. A nation intolerant of the hidden paradoxically pioneered the legal concept of privacy, but it did so
in reaction to its own invasive excesses.
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From reader reviews:

Edward Rideout:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. To be sure
that book is very important usually. The book Surface and Depth: The Quest for Legibility in American
Culture ended up being making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more
information. It is very advantages for you. The reserve Surface and Depth: The Quest for Legibility in
American Culture is not only giving you considerably more new information but also to get your friend when
you feel bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship using
the book Surface and Depth: The Quest for Legibility in American Culture. You never experience lose out
for everything should you read some books.

Francisco London:

This Surface and Depth: The Quest for Legibility in American Culture book is absolutely not ordinary book,
you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is definitely
information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper a person read a lot
of information you will get. This Surface and Depth: The Quest for Legibility in American Culture without
we comprehend teach the one who reading it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't always be
worry Surface and Depth: The Quest for Legibility in American Culture can bring any time you are and not
make your carrier space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even
phone. This Surface and Depth: The Quest for Legibility in American Culture having fine arrangement in
word along with layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

George Gentry:

You are able to spend your free time to learn this book this e-book. This Surface and Depth: The Quest for
Legibility in American Culture is simple bringing you can read it in the park, in the beach, train along with
soon. If you did not possess much space to bring the printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is
make you quicker to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Elizabeth Sherer:

Reserve is one of source of know-how. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen want book to know the update information of year to help year. As we know those
guides have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. By
book Surface and Depth: The Quest for Legibility in American Culture we can have more advantage. Don't
one to be creative people? For being creative person must love to read a book. Simply choose the best book
that ideal with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life with this book Surface and Depth: The
Quest for Legibility in American Culture. You can more appealing than now.
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