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Michael Emmerich thoroughly revises the conventional narrative of the early modern and modern history of
The Tale of Genji. Exploring iterations of the work from the 1830s to the 1950s, he demonstrates how
translations and the global circulation of discourse they inspired turned The Tale of Genji into a widely read
classic, reframing our understanding of its significance and influence and of the processes that have
canonized the text. Emmerich begins with an analysis of the lavishly produced best seller Nise Murasaki
inaka Genji (A Fraudulent Murasaki’s Bumpkin Genji, 1829–1842), an adaptation of Genji written and
designed by Ryutei Tanehiko, with pictures by the great print artist Utagawa Kunisada. He argues that this
work introduced Genji to a popular Japanese audience and created a new mode of reading. He then considers
movable-type editions of Inaka Genji from 1888 to 1928, connecting trends in print technology and
publishing to larger developments in national literature and showing how the one-time best seller became
obsolete. The study subsequently traces Genji’s reemergence as a classic on a global scale, following its
acceptance into the canon of world literature before the text gained popularity in Japan. It concludes with
Genji’s becoming a “national classic” during World War II and reviews an important postwar challenge to
reading the work after it attained this status. Through his sustained critique, Emmerich upends scholarship on
Japan’s preeminent classic while remaking theories of world literature, continuity, and community.
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From reader reviews:

Helga Lever:

The book The Tale of Genji: Translation, Canonization, and World Literature will bring that you the new
experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. When you try to
find new book to read, this book very appropriate to you. The book The Tale of Genji: Translation,
Canonization, and World Literature is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book in the
official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Donald Rose:

Typically the book The Tale of Genji: Translation, Canonization, and World Literature has a lot info on it.
So when you read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was written by the very famous author. This
articles author makes some research prior to write this book. That book very easy to read you can find the
point easily after perusing this book.

Jose Brown:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book mainly book entitled The
Tale of Genji: Translation, Canonization, and World Literature your brain will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely can be your mind friends.
Imaging every single word written in a e-book then become one form conclusion and explanation that maybe
you never get just before. The The Tale of Genji: Translation, Canonization, and World Literature giving you
another experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful details for your better life
within this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind is going to
be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary
wasting spare time activity?

Steve Pinson:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make anyone to
understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information simpler to share. You
can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon. You can view that
now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The actual book that recommended to you is The
Tale of Genji: Translation, Canonization, and World Literature this reserve consist a lot of the information
with the condition of this world now. This book was represented how do the world has grown up. The words
styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some analysis
when he makes this book. This is why this book suitable all of you.
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