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Completed shortly before Joseph Stalin's death in 1953, the vysotkii, or "sky houses," still dominate the
Moscow skyline today. Sevenin al, they were the Soviet answer to the American skyscraper, transforming
the Soviet capital from afeudal backwater into the city of the future. With their soaring towers and gothic
architectural details, the vysotkas were intended to be enduring monuments to the workers state and to the
glories of Communism--though they were built on the backs of slave laborers and, initialy, the prerogative
only of the Soviet elite. Now these imposing giants lie on the fault line between aworld that has vanished
and one still emerging from itsruins.

When she moved to Moscow severa years ago, journalist and Russia expert Anne Nivat settled into one of
the vysotkas, the one that happens to overlook the Kremlin. She became fascinated by the building and
learned everything she could about its history. As she got to know her neighbors and fellow tenants, Nivat
discovered that they included some of the building's original inhabitants or their descendants, hand-chosen
by Stalin and his henchman Lavrenti Beria (arrested and executed for high treason shortly after Stalin's
death)--K GB operatives, Bolshoi ballerinas, and artists of Soviet agitprop. Living side by side with them
were representatives of the "new Russia’--entrepreneurs, foreign investors, and oligarchs; as any Moscow
real estate agent will tell you, Stalin-era buildings in today's market are some of the most coveted addresses
in the city.

By means of this decaying but still elegant Soviet icon, Nivat gives us away of grasping the complexities of
acountry struggling to come to terms with its past and define its future. She allows the tenants of her vysotka
to speak for themselves, to offer their perspectives on where Russia has been and where it is going. Some are
keenly nostalgic for the days when the State dictated life. Others have prospered in the confusion that has
reigned since the Evil Empire'sfall and ook to a market-driven economy to guide Russia to the Promised
Land. Still othersfall some place between the two, anxious but hopeful, longing for yet also fearful of
change.

Taken together, the portraits of the vysotka's inhabitants provide a panorama of Russiatoday. The View from
the Vysotka shows us life from the inside, evoking both the forces that have swept through this vast and
fascinating nation over the course of the last half-century, as well as a building that has managed to endure
them.
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From reader reviews:
Joann Nixon:

Here thing why thiskind of The View from the Vysotka: A Portrait of Russia Today Through One of
Moscow's Most Famous Addresses are different and dependable to be yours. First of al looking at abook is
good however it depends in the content of it which isthe content is as scrumptious as food or not. The View
from the Vysotka: A Portrait of Russia Today Through One of Moscow's Most Famous Addresses giving
you information deeper and different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no book that similar
with The View from the Vysotka: A Portrait of Russia Today Through One of Moscow's Maost Famous
Addresses. It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing which
happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like
in area, café, or even in your means home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the
published book maybe the form of The View from the Vysotka: A Portrait of Russia Today Through One of
Moscow's Most Famous Addresses in e-book can be your option.

Joshua Cameron:

The actual book The View from the Vysotka: A Portrait of Russia Today Through One of Moscow's Most
Famous Addresses will bring someone to the new experience of reading a book. The author style to elucidate
the ideais very unique. Should you try to find new book to read, this book very suited to you. The book The
View from the Vysotka: A Portrait of Russia Today Through One of Moscow's Most Famous Addressesis
much recommended to you to see. Y ou can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can more
readily to read the book.

Ernestine Biggs:

In this age globalization it isimportant to someone to find information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information easier
to share. Y ou can find alot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. Y ou can see that now, alot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended to your account is The View from the Vysotka: A Portrait of Russia Today Through One of
Moscow's Most Famous Addresses this reserve consist alot of the information from the condition of this
world now. This kind of book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles
that writer valueto explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some exploration when he makes this
book. That's why this book appropriate al of you.

Juana Kitchen:

Guide is one of source of information. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but native
or citizen will need book to know the upgrade information of year to year. Aswe know those publications
have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world.



Through the book The View from the Vysotka: A Portrait of Russia Today Through One of Moscow's Most
Famous Addresses we can consider more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To be creative
person must choose to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't
possibly be doubt to change your life by this book The View from the Vysotka: A Portrait of Russia Today
Through One of Moscow's Most Famous Addresses. Y ou can more desirable than now.
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