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At lagt, atruly comprehensive look at Christmas and all of its customs with its long history around the world.
The World Encyclopedia of Christmas contains articles on the history of Christmas baking, drinking, and
merrymaking, and Christmas dramas, music, literature, art, and films. It includes entries on the evolution of
the Christmas tree and the Christmas card, gift-giving, and decoration of church and home. There are profiles
of the many gift-bringers, from Santa Claus to Babouschka, and miraculous tales of the numerous saints
associated with the season. And there are histories of seasonal celebrations and folk customs around the
world, from the United States to Japan, from Egypt to Iceland.

Who, for example, knew the links between the Punch and Judy show and Christmas? That the medieval
Paradise tree hung with tempting apples was the forerunner of the Christmas tree? About the Peerie Guizers,
who terrorized the Shetland Islands, going door-to-door for Christmas charity? Or what Freudians make of
our interest in Christmas stockings and Santa’ s entrance through the chimney? There are detailed accounts of
Wren Boys and Star Boys, mumming and wassailing, the Feast of Fools and the origins of eggnog. And of
course stories of the Nativity and legends of the Magi.

With beautifully illustrated accounts ranging from the pagan roots of Y uletide, through the birth of Christ,
and the long and fascinating history of the festival ever since, The World Encyclopedia of Christmas, isa

rich and continually surprising array of religious and secular history, trivia, literature, and art. This wonderful
book deserves to find a home with every family that celebrates Christmas.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:
Irene Forrest:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic
from the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to
fill your current free time/ holiday? May be reading a book could be option to fill your free of charge time/
holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to try out
look for book, may be the book untitled The World Encyclopedia of Christmas can be great book to read.
May be it may be best activity to you.

Lef Gibbs:

Y ou are able to spend your free time to see this book this reserve. This The World Encyclopedia of
Christmasis simple to develop you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you
did not include much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you
simpler to read it. Y ou can save typicaly the book in your smart phone. Consequently there are alot of
benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Grady Meraz:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. Thiskind of book The World Encyclopedia of Christmas was
vibrant and of course has pictures on the website. Aswe know that book The World Encyclopedia of
Christmas has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Detective
Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. Therefore, not at all of book are make you
bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading
in which.

Elvia Ecklund:

Reading areserve make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. Y ou can take knowledge and
information originating from abook. Book is published or printed or created from each source that will filled
update of news. In this particular modern eralike currently, many ways to get information are available for
anyone. From media social just like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference
book, book and comic. Y ou can add your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to
open your book? Or just seeking the The World Encyclopedia of Christmas when you necessary it?
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