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Paul Fairfield

Why Demacracy? Paul Fairfield
Reexamines the normative justification for democratic politics.

While much of the world now embraces the democratic idea—that the people must rule—the philosophical
case for democracy has yet to be made convincingly. Why Democracy? not only reexamines the current
debates in normative democratic theory, but also challenges popular conceptions that tend toward an
uncritical idealization of popular rule. It is not enough to call for more extensive public deliberation, or for
greater participation and inclusion in the democratic process, or for aradical extension of the scope of the
process. Making the case for democracy requires examining its imaginative and rhetorical dimensions as
well. The democratic idea of “rule by the people” must be understood less as a definition than as an
aspiration, atrope, and the beginning of a narrative that includes, while extending beyond, the domain of
government.

“This book iswell written, polemically forthright, and lucid. | like how the author places participatory and
deliberative theoriesin the context of conflict. He is part of atrend that isinterested lessin the analytic rigor
of political theories than in their function either as political ideologies or as moves within an irresolvable
conflict over power.” — Peter Breiner, author of Max Weber and Demacratic Politics

Paul Fairfield teaches philosophy at Queen’s University in Ontario and is the author of several books,

including Mora Selfhood in the Liberal Tradition: The Politics of Individuality; Public/Private; and The
Ways of Power: Hermeneutics, Ethics, and Social Criticism.
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From reader reviews:
Edward Knudsen:

The book Why Democracy? gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. Y ou should use to make
your capable more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting pressure or having big
problem along with your subject. If you can make examining a book Why Democracy? for being your habit,
you can get much more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about many or all
subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like available and read a book Why Democracy?. Kinds of
book are several. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about
thisreserve?

John Dinwiddie;

Why Democracy? can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away
because this reserve has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand,
bit entertaining however delivering the information. The article author giving his’her effort to place every
word into joy arrangement in writing Why Democracy? yet doesn't forget the main position, giving the
reader the hottest along with based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be considered one of it. This
great information can drawn you into brand new stage of crucia thinking.

Jeannine L awson:

Y ou can spend your free time you just read this book this publication. This Why Democracy? is simple to
create you can read it in the area, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not get much space to
bring typically the printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. Y ou can
save typically the book in your smart phone. Thusthere are alot of benefits that you will get when one buys
this book.

Clara Radtke:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you can
haveit in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This particular Why Democracy? can give you alot
of close friends because by you checking out this one book you have matter that they don't and make a
person more like an interesting person. That book can be one of one step for you to get success. This book
offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than different make you to
be great individuals. So , why hesitate? L et me have Why Democracy?.
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