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In Lebanon, religious parties such as Hezbollah play a critical role in providing health care, food, poverty
relief, and other social welfare services alongside or in the absence of government efforts. Some parties
distribute goods and services broadly, even to members of other parties or other faiths, while others allocate
services more narrowly to their own base. In Compassionate Communalism, Melani Cammett analyzes the
political logics of sectarianism through the lens of social welfare. On the basis of years of research into the
varying welfare distribution strategies of Christian, Shia Muslim, and Sunni Muslim political parties in
Lebanon, Cammett shows how and why sectarian groups deploy welfare benefits for such varied goals as
attracting marginal voters, solidifying intraconfessional support, mobilizing mass support, and supporting
militia fighters.

Cammett then extends her arguments with novel evidence from the Sadrist movement in post-Saddam Iraq
and the Bharatiya Janata Party in contemporary India, other places where religious and ethnic organizations
provide welfare as part of their efforts to build political support. Nonstate welfare performs a critical function
in the absence of capable state institutions, Cammett finds, but it comes at a price: creating or deepening
social divisions, sustaining rival visions of the polity, or introducing new levels of social inequality.

Compassionate Communalism is informed by Cammett’s use of many methods of data collection and
analysis, including Geographic Information Systems (GIS) analysis of the location of hospitals and of
religious communities; a large national survey of Lebanese citizens regarding access to social welfare;
standardized open-ended interviews with representatives from political parties, religious charities, NGOs,
and government ministries, as well as local academics and journalists; large-scale proxy interviewing of
welfare beneficiaries conducted by trained Lebanese graduate students matched with coreligionist
respondents; archival research; and field visits to schools, hospitals, clinics, and other social assistance
programs as well as political party offices throughout the country.
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From reader reviews:

Mary West:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, short story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not hoping Compassionate
Communalism: Welfare and Sectarianism in Lebanon that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied
by means of reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people
to know world a great deal better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be stated constantly
that reading behavior only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to end up being success
person. So , for all of you who want to start studying as your good habit, you may pick Compassionate
Communalism: Welfare and Sectarianism in Lebanon become your own starter.

Daniel Carter:

Reading a book to be new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to study a book. When you go
through a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what forms
of book that you have read. If you need to get information about your study, you can read education books,
but if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these us novel, comics, in addition
to soon. The Compassionate Communalism: Welfare and Sectarianism in Lebanon provide you with new
experience in looking at a book.

Wendy Kroll:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our know-how for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we would like. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year
ended up being exactly added. This e-book Compassionate Communalism: Welfare and Sectarianism in
Lebanon was filled regarding science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your research
competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big benefit of a
book, you can sense enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book that you
simply wanted.

Sandra Forester:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book had been rare? Why so
many issue for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes looking
at, not only science book and also novel and Compassionate Communalism: Welfare and Sectarianism in
Lebanon or maybe others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the fantastic a book,
you feel would like to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or students especially.
Those books are helping them to include their knowledge. In various other case, beside science guide, any
other book likes Compassionate Communalism: Welfare and Sectarianism in Lebanon to make your spare



time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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