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After their sequestering on reservations across the West, American Indians suffered from appalling rates of
disease and morbidity. While the United States Indian Service (Bureau of Indian Affairs) provided some
services prior to 1908, it was not until then that the Indian Medical Service was established for the purpose
of providing services to American Indians. Born in an era of assimilation and myths of vanishing Indians, the
Indian Medical Service provided emergency and curative care with little forethought of preventive medicine.
DeJong argues that the U.S. Congress provided little more than basic, curative treatment, and that this
Congressional parsimony is reflected in the services (or lack thereof) provided by the Indian Medical
Service. DeJong considers the mediocre results of the Indian Medical Service from a cultural perspective. He
argues that, rather than considering a social conservation model of medicine, the Indian Service focused on
curative medicine from a strictly Western perspective. This failure to appreciate the unique American Indian
cultural norms and values associated with health and well-being led to a resistance from American Indians
which seemingly justified parsimonious Congressional appropriations and initiated a cycle of benign neglect.
"If You Knew the Conditions" examines the impact of the long-standing Congressional mandate of cultural
assimilation, combined with the Congressional desire to abolish the Indian Service, on the degree and extent
of disease in Indian Country.
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From reader reviews:

Terri Hatfield:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book and
so. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new information.
When you read a guide you will get new information simply because book is one of several ways to share the
information as well as their idea. Second, reading a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you
examining a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the
characters do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to some others. When you read this [('If You
Knew the Conditions': A Chronicle of the Indian Medical Service and American Indian Health Care, 1908-
1955)] [Author: David H. DeJong] published on (August, 2008), it is possible to tells your family, friends
and soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a guide.

Corinne Parsons:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family,
or their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic from
the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to
fill your current free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book might be option to fill your free of charge time/
holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to test look
for book, may be the guide untitled [('If You Knew the Conditions': A Chronicle of the Indian Medical
Service and American Indian Health Care, 1908-1955)] [Author: David H. DeJong] published on (August,
2008) can be excellent book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Tom Tucker:

Beside this particular [('If You Knew the Conditions': A Chronicle of the Indian Medical Service and
American Indian Health Care, 1908-1955)] [Author: David H. DeJong] published on (August, 2008) in your
phone, it might give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the
knowledge you might got here is fresh from the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an outdated
people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have [('If You Knew the Conditions': A Chronicle of the
Indian Medical Service and American Indian Health Care, 1908-1955)] [Author: David H. DeJong]
published on (August, 2008) because this book offers for you readable information. Do you oftentimes have
book but you rarely get what it's about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this in the hand. The
Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to
miss this? Find this book as well as read it from today!

Daniel Metz:

A lot of guide has printed but it differs. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the best



book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is identified as of book
[('If You Knew the Conditions': A Chronicle of the Indian Medical Service and American Indian Health
Care, 1908-1955)] [Author: David H. DeJong] published on (August, 2008). You can contribute your
knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make you happier to
read. It is most essential that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one destination to other
place.
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