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Essay from the year 2002 in the subject American Studies - Literature, grade: A, University of Massachusetts
- Dartmouth (English Department), course: English 391 Honors: New England and the Sea, 0 entries in the
bibliography, language: English, abstract: Throughout the whole novel Melville undertook great pains to
provide a vast network of associations in order to amplify the image of the whale for the reader. A glance at
Melville’s sources proves that he had amassed a collection of general and mythological accounts of the
whale even before he began to write Moby-Dick. Becoming ever more aware of the multiplicity of possible
interpretations of the whale, Melville admitted in Chapter 104 that the main theme of the book is a “mighty
theme,” brought to perfection in
a “mighty book” (p. 349). Every description of a different concept of the White Whale from any culture
brings with it a vast body of pictures and notions, each able to incite a reaction of associations within the
reader; the result being necessarily a wide range of different meanings – almost one meaning for every
reader. Cloaked in different accounts of the White Whale comes an amplification process. The reader is
confronted with concepts
of the Whale and his whiteness, each accompanied with a series of possible associations that finally give the
White Whale its immeasurable plurality of meaning. That Melville’s narrator had undoubtedly more than one
meaning in mind for the whale tells Ch. 1: And still deeper the meaning of that story of Narcissus, who
because he could not grasp the tormenting, mild image he saw in the fountain, plunged into it and drowned.
But that same image we ourselves see in all rivers and oceans. (p. 20) The notion that everybody sees
something different in a mirror elucidates the amplification process the narrator has in store for the reader.
Just as a mirror, the novel serves as an instrument of self-assessment: the reader looks into the book, and
combines personal background with the “raw material” of concepts that enable him to develop his
associations that finally form his image of the whale. [...]
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From reader reviews:

Alex Levey:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive now, people
have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and
notice by simply surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the idea for a
while is reading. Yeah, by reading a reserve your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stay than
other is high. For you personally who want to start reading a new book, we give you this particular Meanings
of the White Whale (Herman Melville: Moby Dick) book as beginning and daily reading guide. Why,
because this book is more than just a book.

Donna Bauer:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside together with friends, fun activity together with
family or just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading
through a book. Ugh, do you consider reading a book can actually hard because you have to use the book
everywhere? It ok you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like
Meanings of the White Whale (Herman Melville: Moby Dick) which is obtaining the e-book version. So ,
why not try out this book? Let's see.

Rick Briones:

Is it you who having spare time and then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or just
laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Meanings of the White Whale (Herman Melville:
Moby Dick) can be the answer, oh how comes? A book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your
time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these books have than the others?

Bradley Cox:

You will get this Meanings of the White Whale (Herman Melville: Moby Dick) by visit the bookstore or
Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties for your knowledge.
Kinds of this book are various. Not only simply by written or printed but also can you enjoy this book by
means of e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what
their problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your guide. It is most important
to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.
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