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George Washington's vision was a presidency free of party, a republican, national office that would
transcend faction. That vision would remain strong in the administrations of John Adams, Thomas Jefferson,
James Madison, James Monroe, and John Quincy Adams, yet largely disappear under Andrew Jackson and
his successors.

This book is a comprehensive and pathbreaking study of the early presidency and the ideals behind it. Ralph
Ketcham examines the roots of nonpartisan leadership in Western thought and the particular influences on
the founding fathers. Intellectual and political profiles of the first six presidents and their administrations
emphasize the construction each put on the office, the challenges he faced, and the compromises he did and
did not make. The erosion of nonpartisanship under Andrew Jackson is presented as a counterpoint that helps
define the early presidency and the permanent transition from it.

Addressing the thoughtful citizen as well as the scholar, the author poses the fundamental questions about
presidential leadership, then and now. The best study of the early presidency, this book is an intellectual
portrait of the age that will challenge received notions of American history.
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From reader reviews:

Paul Weston:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to learn everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that e-
book has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They
are reading whatever they take because their hobby is actually reading a book. Think about the person who
don't like reading a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book whenever they found difficult problem
or exercise. Well, probably you'll have this Presidents Above Party: The First American Presidency, 1789-
1829 (Published for the Omohundro Institute of Early American History and Culture, Williamsburg,
Virginia).

Ellen Omalley:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even restricted. What people must be
consider any time those information which is within the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you get the
unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All
of those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Presidents Above Party: The First American
Presidency, 1789-1829 (Published for the Omohundro Institute of Early American History and Culture,
Williamsburg, Virginia) as your daily resource information.

Brian Pena:

Is it you who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Presidents Above Party: The First American
Presidency, 1789-1829 (Published for the Omohundro Institute of Early American History and Culture,
Williamsburg, Virginia) can be the response, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are thus out of
date, spending your extra time by reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So what these
textbooks have than the others?

William Marsh:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-book
technique, more simple and reachable. This particular Presidents Above Party: The First American
Presidency, 1789-1829 (Published for the Omohundro Institute of Early American History and Culture,
Williamsburg, Virginia) can give you a lot of pals because by you considering this one book you have matter
that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. That book can be one of a step for you to get
success. This book offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than



other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let me have Presidents Above Party: The First
American Presidency, 1789-1829 (Published for the Omohundro Institute of Early American History and
Culture, Williamsburg, Virginia).
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