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When Tony Hillerman looks back at seventy-six years spent getting from hardtimes farm boy to bestselling
author, he sees lots of evidence that Providence was poking him along. For example, when an absentminded
Army clerk left him off the hospital ship taking the wounded home from France, the mishap put him on a
collision course with a curing ceremony held for two Navajo Marines, thereby providing the grist for a
writing career that now sees his books published in sixteen languages around the world and often on
bestseller lists. Or, for example, when his agent told him his first novel was so bad that it would hurt both of
their reputations, he nonetheless sent it to an editor, and that editor happened to like the Navajo stuff.

In this wry and whimsical memoir, Hillerman offers frequent backward glances at where he found ideas for
plots of his books and the characters that inhabit them. He takes us with him to death row, where he
interviews a man about to die in the gas chamber and details how this murderer became Colton Wolf in one
of his novels. He relates how flushing a solitary heron from a sandbar caused him to convert Joe Leaphorn
from husband to widower, and how his self-confessed bias against the social elite solved the key plot
problem in A Thief of Time.

No child abuse stories here: The worst Hillerman can recall is being sent off to first grade (in a boarding
school for Indian girls) clad in cute blue coveralls instead of the manly overalls his farm-boy peers all wore.
Instead we get a good-natured trip through hard times in college; an infantry career in which he "rose twice
to Private First Class" and also won a Silver Star, Bronze Star, and Purple Heart; and, afterward, work as a
truck driver, chain dragger, journalist, professor, and "doer of undignified deeds" for two university
presidents. All this is colored by a love affair (now in its fifty-fourth year) with Marie, which involved
raising six children, most of them adopted. Using the gifts of a talented novelist and reporter, seventy-six-
year-old Tony Hillerman draws a brilliant portrait not just of his life but of the world around him.
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From reader reviews:

Tyler Woodley:

The book Seldom Disappointed: A Memoir can give more knowledge and also the precise product
information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the best thing like a book Seldom
Disappointed: A Memoir? Wide variety you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim which book
can give many information for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer along with your book.
Knowledge or information that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you are able to share all
of these. Book Seldom Disappointed: A Memoir has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and
massive function for you. You can seem the enormous world by open up and read a publication. So it is very
wonderful.

Gordon Frederick:

The particular book Seldom Disappointed: A Memoir has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you read this
book you can get a lot of gain. The book was authored by the very famous author. The writer makes some
research prior to write this book. That book very easy to read you will get the point easily after reading this
book.

Luis Poole:

As a student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or to
make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's soul or real their
hobby. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there but nothing
reading really. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring in addition to can't see colorful
pictures on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know that on this
period of time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this Seldom Disappointed: A Memoir can make you truly feel more interested
to read.

Yong Dickerson:

Reserve is one of source of know-how. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen want book to know the update information of year to year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the
world. Through the book Seldom Disappointed: A Memoir we can get more advantage. Don't one to be
creative people? To get creative person must love to read a book. Just choose the best book that suitable with
your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life with this book Seldom Disappointed: A Memoir. You can more
pleasing than now.
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