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When H. P. Blavatsky, the controversial head of the turn of the century movement Theosophy, defined "a
true Theosophist" in her book The Key to Theosophy, she could have just as easily have been describing W.
B. Yeats. Blavatsky writes, "A true Theosophist must put in practice the loftiest moral ideal, must strive to
realize his unity with the whole of humanity, and work ceaselessly for others." Although Yeats joined
Blavatsky's group in 1887, and subsequently left to help form The Golden Dawn in 1890, Yeats's career as
poet and politician were very much in line with the methods set forth by Blavatsky's doctrine. My project
explores how Yeats employs this pop-culture occultism in the creation of his own national literary aesthetic.
This project not only examines the influence theosophy has on the literary work Yeats produced in the late
1880's and 1890's, but also Yeats's work as literary critic and anthology editor during that time. While Yeats
uses theosophy's metaphysical world view to provide an underlying structure for some of his earliest poetry
and drama, he uses theosophy's methods of investigation and argument to discover a metaphysical literary
tradition which incorporates all of his own literary heroes into an Irish cultural tradition. Theosophy provides
a methodology for Yeats to argue that both Shelley and Blake (for example) are part of a tradition that
includes himself. Basing his argument in theosophy, Yeats can argue that the Irish people are a distinct race
with a culture more "sincere" and "natural" than that of England.
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From reader reviews:

Shawn Croll:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Try
and pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its include may doesn't
work is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside
search likes. Maybe you answer can be Yeats and Theosophy (Studies in Major Literary Authors) why
because the wonderful cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint anyone. The
inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly guide you
to pick up this book.

Gayle Anderson:

Many people spending their period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by examining a book. Ugh,
do you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It fine you can
have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Yeats and Theosophy (Studies in
Major Literary Authors) which is finding the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's see.

Santiago Bronson:

E-book is one of source of information. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen need book to know the revise information of year to year. As we know those
guides have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world.
From the book Yeats and Theosophy (Studies in Major Literary Authors) we can get more advantage. Don't
someone to be creative people? Being creative person must like to read a book. Just choose the best book
that ideal with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life at this book Yeats and Theosophy (Studies in
Major Literary Authors). You can more pleasing than now.

Christopher Walker:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is created or printed or descriptive from each source this filled update of
news. On this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From
media social like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or
just trying to find the Yeats and Theosophy (Studies in Major Literary Authors) when you needed it?
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