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In Leviathan, Thomas Hobbes's landmark work on political philosophy, James Martel argues that although
Hobbes pays lip service to the superior interpretive authority of the sovereign, he consistently subvertsthis
authority throughout the book by returning it to the reader.

Martel demonstrates that Hobbes's radical method of reading not only undermines his own authority in the
text, but, by extension, the authority of the sovereign aswell. To make his point, Martel looks closely at
Hobbes's understanding of religious and rhetorical representation. In Leviathan, idolatry is not just a matter
of worshipping images but aso a consequence of bad reading. Hobbes speaks of the "error of separated
essences," in which a sign takes precedence over the idea or object it represents, and warns that when the
sign is given such agency, it becomes a disembodied fantasy leading to a"kingdom of darkness."

To combat such idolatry, Hobbes offers a method of reading in which one resists the rhetorical manipulation
of figures and tropes and recogni zes the codes and structures of language for what they are-the only way to
convey afundamental inability to ever know "the thing itself." Making the leap to politics, Martel suggests
that following Hobbes's argument, the sovereign can also be seen asidolatrous& mdash;a separated
essence& mdash;a figure who supplants the people it purportedly represents, and that learning to be better
readers enables us to challenge, if not defeat, the authority of the sovereign.
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From reader reviews:
EloisaHurd:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important
thing for usto be aware of everything in the world. Each book has different aim or even goal; it means that
e-book has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time for you to read abook. These are
reading whatever they consider because their hobby is actually reading a book. Why not the person who
don't like reading through a book? Sometime, man feel need book after they found difficult problem as well
as exercise. Well, probably you'll have this Subverting the Leviathan: Reading Thomas Hobbes as a Radical
Democrat.

Thersa Davenport:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book mainly book entitled
Subverting the Leviathan: Reading Thomas Hobbes as a Radical Democrat your mind will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely might be your mind
friends. Imaging every single word written in abook then become one contact form conclusion and
explanation in which maybe you never get before. The Subverting the Leviathan: Reading Thomas Hobbes
as aRadical Democrat giving you yet another experience more than blown away your mind but also giving
you useful details for your better life in this particular era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern
at this point is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning an
activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Johnathan Fuller:

This Subverting the Leviathan: Reading Thomas Hobbes as a Radical Democrat is great publication for you
because the content and that is full of information for you who always deal with world and have to make
decision every minute. This particular book reveal it information accurately using great plan word or we can
state no rambling sentences included. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole factsin it.
Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but hard core information with beautiful
delivering sentences. Having Subverting the Leviathan: Reading Thomas Hobbes as a Radical Demacrat in
your hand like finding the world in your arm, factsin it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no book that
offer you world with ten or fifteen minute right but this e-book already do that. So, thisis good reading
book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt that will?

Cassandra Giron:

Reading a book to be new life stylein this year; every people loves to study a book. When you study a book
you can get alot of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, mainly because book
has alot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that you have
read. If you would like get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you act like



you want to entertain yourself read afiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, and soon. The
Subverting the Leviathan: Reading Thomas Hobbes as a Radical Democrat provide you with new experience
in reading through a book.
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