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The famous "Stage Yankees," with their eccentric New England dialect comedy, entertained audiences from
Boston to New Orleans, from New York to London in the years between 1825 and 1850. They provided the
creative energy for the development of an American-type character in early plays of native authorship. This
book examines the full range of their theatre activity, not only as actors, but also as playmakers, and re-
evaluates their contribution to the growth of the American stage.
Yankee theatre was not an oddity, a passing fad, or an accident of entertainment; it was an honest
exploitation of the materials of American life for an audience in search of its own identification. The
delineation of the American character—a full-length realistic portrait in the context of stage comedy—was
its projected goal; and though not the only method for such delineation, the theatre form was the most
popular and extensive way of disseminating the American image.
The Yankee actors openly borrowed from what literary sources were available to them, but because of their
special position as actors, who were required to give flesh-and-blood imitations of people for the believable
acceptance of others viewing the same people about them, they were forced to draw extensively on their
actors' imaginations and to present the American as they saw him. If the image was too often an external one,
it still revealed the Yankee as a hardy individual whose independence was a primary assumption; as a
bargainer, whose techniques were more clever than England's sharpest penny-pincher; as a country person,
more intelligent, sharper and keener in dealings than the city-bred type; as an American freewheeler who
always landed on top, not out of naive honesty but out of a simple perception of other human beings and
their gullibility.
Much new evidence in this study is based on London productions, where the view of English audiences and
critics was sharply focused on what Americans thought about themselves and the new culture of democracy
emerging around them. The shift from America, the borrower, to America, the original doer, can be clearly
seen in this stager activity.
Yankee theatre, then, is an epitome of the emerging American after the Second War for Independence.
Emerging nationalism meant emerging national definition. Yankee theatre thus led to the first cohesive body
of American plays, the first American actors seen in London, and to a new realistic interpretation of the
American in the "character" plays of the 1870s and 1880s.
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From reader reviews:

Dennis Boone:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information presently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even an issue. What people must be
consider any time those information which is inside the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you find the
unstable resource then you buy it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Yankee Theatre: The Image of America on the
Stage, 1825-1850 as your daily resource information.

Robert Zamora:

This book untitled Yankee Theatre: The Image of America on the Stage, 1825-1850 to be one of several
books in which best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot
of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book retail store or you can order it by way
of online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, since you
can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason for you to past this reserve from your list.

Wilma Blue:

The book untitled Yankee Theatre: The Image of America on the Stage, 1825-1850 contain a lot of
information on the item. The writer explains her idea with easy technique. The language is very clear to see
all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read this. The book was authored by famous
author. The author brings you in the new period of time of literary works. It is possible to read this book
because you can continue reading your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book in anywhere and
anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can start their official web-site and also order it.
Have a nice examine.

Keith Robertson:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is created or printed or descriptive from each source this filled update of news. Within this
modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media social
similar to newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
searching for the Yankee Theatre: The Image of America on the Stage, 1825-1850 when you needed it?
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